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” Year by me the Sales of 
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Because the Public always appreciate a 
Y ? ; Good thing. 


ETER: 


» THE ORIGINAL 


Fn ieee 


:-& 


tt Tie “is: ‘the Test of fall’ Thing: 
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amar aera on 
fizon; amall mary. 
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THE CANTANKEROUS 
CRANK. 

IT may bea hit of a crank, but I 
am, nevertheless, @ man, and 00 
face of Miss Agnes Traser's 
reply I can only say that I 
shold Uke to have talked the 
matter creer with her alone, but 
on asking for her better to use 
as credentials, the Sub-2ditur 
taformed me that the Editor 
had taken the later array “ for 
his wife's scrap-book What 
hase frauds these Editors are. 
Ne evidently believed in the 
“Do It Now" nictto. 


THE HEART 
SPECIALIST. 


No. I am afraid that cn 
the whole, 1 don't quite approve 
of this custom, Of cuurese I 
know that ieisan old une, and 
my objections are mainly bared 

on sanitary grounds, 
Sell, circumstances alter 
cases! 


_ ADELINE GENEE. 
BILLE. A 1 only cearet I 


f We must 


tons, ane ; 
ana old English custom ¢ f 
fact, in late years % has becn 
‘adopted in my native countrys 


Denmark. 


RTIE 
BUSS CERT LAR. 


Certainly not. Mistle- 
toe ia never hung «in 
sufficiently secluded 
places. 


A x ! 
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miss BILLIE BURKE. 
a think et all: depenits upon 
treumstances, erlich yin 
anet MAN Of non lhe: nid 
Meen the right " cies 
ees,” what could ben ore wlifihehe? 
or more scasonahle than a ih 
nder the mistletoe p _ 
, Of erase, the einen 
sted may be wrong, but 1 
ik a ne much of the girlwho 
pe S) arrange matt. rs that 
ill ke ubsdutely right when 
eta * surprised ‘ 
ro i Prised” undr the 


Wik, [harfe 


miss CAMILLE | prOKD. 
think that @ kiss ander fice 
ds very 1” 4. a i 

a4 wae ahoule 

don't mean th 

yuld kiss ™ 


nnd fs 
Ne the Pp 


BIR. NOTEBOOK, 
Mr. Notebook'e advices 
to those in doubt, 
CHANCE IT] 


miss AGNES FRASER. 
seven ta the question 
w chondd We Kiss Hog! mn 
istletor 0" I cay “No 
Mose ae 
— KITTY MASON. 
tas at all times, as 
ae you can, and itn 
can. Mistletoe makes no dif. 
ference, to my idea, 40 long ae 
tt da the right person, 
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1.—HOW TO CHOOSE IT, 


over 


orfolk 


from Camb Suffolk. In choosing 
Doses gest ikrer Gate, perks iy wacker 


Hee frst named anould 
rst n be as black as night, red 
feet being ® sign of old age. Tho skin should be 
fine, clear, 4 white, absence of these qualities 
de an inferior or aged bird. 
But supreme test of a turkey’s youth is to be 
found in the breast-bone, or, rather, in the soft 
e eg which, in a young bird, the bone 


t ° 
In an old bird this soft cartilage has vanished, or, 
rather, become bone. Foreign birds are imported in 
—— large numbers every year, and are 
nereasingly difficult to distinguish from 
turkeys, as they have been so crossed with 
’ breeds that they have, to a great extent, lost 
t susie hes : ang a Hoscg te for 
ex: ving no excessi' on 
best guarantee of obtaining a frst-clees English 


- bird is to-deal with a first-class tradesman, and to be 


wil to give the price he demands. 
The henwite wis wants a Norfolk turkey for 10d. 
a pound invites fraud and disappointment. 
11—HOW TO COOK IT. 
A.—PLAIN ENGLISH FASHION. 


By Mr. THOMAS DAVEY, for forty years Chef at 
y restaurant ia the Strand, where 
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HRISTMAS TURKEY 


OPES REY Ee ALD 


pr should have been lighted for at least ten minutes 
forehand. 


* Much, riety indood, or rything, depends 

not, » eve in mds wu 
constant Dory pontins ere Itvis En 
suppose a turkey in @ gas-stove requires 
less basting than one before a fire. os 

An important point in connection with basting is 
to have s proper basting spoon—as long as you can 
get. To attempt basting with an ey n is 
to court loss of temper, scorched face and hands, and 
Orting: qual of pork 

tuffing: Equal proportions rk sausage-meat 
and veal stating —lrom 1glb. seen, according to 
the size of the bird. 

The flavour will be greatly improved by the addi- 
tion of marjoram, chop shallot, and about 1lb. of 
blanched chestnuts, whilst to bring out the very 
finest flavour of the bird there is nothing like chopped 
ham or Bath chap. 


p - 
Finally, before putting the bird in the oven cover 


it with well-buttered r, to prevent cracking and 
ensure an even distri! of the heat, and, above 
all, remember that constant and plentiful basting 


means success. 
B.—DINDONNEAU A LA ROYALE. 


d | gravy 


399 


How to Cheese, Cook 


With them serve a sauce-boat of exquisite turkey 


At this point the head waiter has to fulfil a very 
im nt part. To ensure the final success and 
quick-serving of this “ Royal Roast,’’ the head waiter 
must have helpers, a table with » chafing dish, 


and wee Bes Tynes 

The turkey are then cut into menllons and 
on each plate the head waiter places lop of 
turkey, a truffle, a scallop of foic gras, & quail, and 
* The Rene egy - Tass the plates thus 

quickly pass pla 
garnished to each diner. 
C.—ANOTHER WAY. 
By Moasicer TREPOD. of the Savoy Hotel. 

You can a turkey or a goose, according to 
your Sars your saree, Let us put truffles and 
foie gras out of the question. One can prepare ® 
turkey in the following way : 

Mako ready and clean a turkey in any way you like ; 
chop up some onion and the turkey’s liver, broil it 
for a little time with butter, adding to it lb. of rk 
fat. Cook some chestnuts with a piece of celery, 
twenty-four small sausages chop parsley, salt, 
pepper, four spices ; mix all up together, an nm 
stuff your turkey, roasting it for about two hours, 
taking care to collect the gravy. 


STUFFED GOOSE. 
Ger ready # young and tender goose, and stuff it in 


the following way: 
Pig Koll apples ye cooked agg or te 
a o! , salt, , ‘four 
ices, and let it cook, viding currants while; 
7 ttuff the bird, and roast it for about one hour 
and a half; collect the gravy. 
Serve with it potatoes mashed in butter. 


——— 


111.-HOW TO CARVE IT. 


K cool. Do not dismember the as 

weal & chicken, but treat it as a Fe a teat ate 
and the 

on from 


of au enormous leg or wiz on his plate. 


for 
ther bare, he is cate tie hs which 
were rai soon orm 
his t ehould take 


omperes g really nice in oils 
he 


of an assistant at 


2 bye assistant ; men 
inquirer. 
y, in the sardine 


I 
the feces agree ” 


stores. 


WHEN THE LAMP FALLS 


Grand Pictures Competition, with handsome prises—see Double Xmae Number of HOME NOTES. 


Fins Barcapss are always busy at Christmas time, 

is becanse people loee their heads ust 
: catches iy 4B ° 
it's often so easy to quell an outbreak Me 


The Indy of the house was placed on the vicar’s left. 


most 
“ Exouse me, . Blank ; I meant the roast one.’ 


> 20c0< 
Bossy: “Mother dear, what are you going to give 


me for Christmas? ’’ 
Mamma: “Oh, 


OVER. 


It is 
gles 


i. 


with candles, 


it 


will 


i 


anything to keep you quiet,| 


a 


: >-0c< 
THE BURNING CHRISTMAS TREE. 
Ep with cotton wool to resemble snow, and . 


children’s Ohristmas tree, 
disastrous fires at the festive 


tree 
emother 


Don't be afraid of a small burn, 
you will soon conquer the outb 


xpence for being : 
Chuck it, guv’nor ; chuck it!’ snarled Peters 
feebly. “I ain't knocked off from yesterday yet!” 


No matter how carefull train 
your to eat with aoe, they will 
choke themselves sometimes, y if, 
during the dinrer, are hurry- 
ing up to on to next course. yim 4 
do, 6 them on the back; it doesn’ 
always work, and generally frightens the child. 
Put the finger far back in the mouth at the 
of the root of the tongue, then use it as 


” 


looks prettier 
it has often 


catch fire what must 
keep cool, then get 
tree is not big, an old | 


the tree. 
right at it, 


Price 2d, 
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the other, 


‘Khaw yoo sorloutly objected to 


But Z had to make him do 
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something 
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ie 
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Honestiy, there is nothing truer than that ill- 


waits u indi 
of the goat 
Vhristmas. "tou can hardly hit 
feeding articles of diet than turkey, 
pies, and plum pudding. 
If the weather is ool and you 


eat any two of them in moderation with ad 


vut the ot di; 
an them ran a 


jon, and no other time 
so deadly to the digestion as is 


u four 
Yonet Neel, mines 


are fit, you can 

van 

us cannot Br 
id. 


From a dietetic point of view, Christmas Aes ing 


in itself forms an ample meal. 
teey, ss 
u 

with p 
a mince pie or two to follow, then 
and oranges and nuts. As likely. 
u 

Now, it is 
tion in a 
of 


safe to say, that there 


average Christmas alee oh begins with 
and vegetables, conti Me 
slum m pundike 65 soaked i in genes, and probab ‘ robably 


goes on to checse 
as not, he ends 


with a glass of port and = cup of coff 


ee. 
is not one diges- 


d am persons of over twenty-five 
which ry stand such = 


@ succession of 


eavy, “inelotng foods, and if wines like port and 


are drunk 
to be disastrous. 


at the same time the result is 


* Again, it is an utter mistake to imagine eral burnt 
brandy makes » pl & plum pudding more digestible. As 


a@ matter of 
iene peels | dine ‘at 


ie fit roy Ae any 


mas oe exnelly 


You do want a little courage at 


this 
Chr 
season, par exce nee 


turned into a time of semi-d 
ly, if you are 


mat 
~~ 


end there; the giver not 
investor after 


ars eet eat 


Tv he sees a clothes line hang 
tide, a South German fairly sh 
it every bit as ey to digas bo 


re 
: swam mg By oe his Christmas 
: ct have sore = I, 
aLout val 
unknown gente i tone 4 One is 


ypocrisies = pds iaay if a 
Ets Seas 


in return. Such a gift is, of 
‘rather an attempt at extorti 


opposite effect. 


on ar gery Day. The 
torpid and 


= ee amusement. 


nd 
Consequently, 


oe See 
If you are 
courage to 


you pire the courage 
latter courage 
istmas, 


is 
instead of 


of happiness, is 


be it truthfully said, it too often does not 
uently is but an 


f-a-crown on & 
ng him a five 
course, no 
on. 


when out collect- 
decorations. 
superstitions 
Which are quite 
that a fish scale 


Christmas Da will being 3 yon 
~— lok @ sal late of money for ths one 
fe Benusin it Is the custom on the B 


mas Eve to build u 

moulded with a thimble, one for 

the household. Should 

and fali to pieces in the night 
will before 


ee le 
[a 


Maxwell, Sir 


little heaps 


England ere are quite a 


moist "i 
each member of 


one of these moulds crack 
it signifies that the 
another twelve months have 


ies. 
red 


in the house 
otarkaglovtey shen 


———— facte and fancies are contributed by the Duke of 
Seton Karr, 


Weary 


they lose half, and the best half of the day. In 
fact, very many of us loso practically the w ole of 
the rest of our holiday, and go back to work two 
days later with a weary feeling. Don't forget that, 
if Christmas is a holiday to you, it isn’t so for 
everyone. It causes more work usual for lots 
of people. With the houses full and extra cooking, 
it means double tasks for the servants. Remember 
this, and arrange the howehold machine so as to 
give the maids as little extra trouble as possible, 
It’s crue? hard work to the postman, too, especially 
in rural districts. Don’t omit to post your Christmas 
ngs anny and you will lessen the work of all 
postal officials. 
When sending petennis to your friends don’t omit 
to tie them up securely and label them well. If you 


fail to do so er will disappoint sen friend, your- 
self, and, into the bavguin, ring down objurgations 
the Post 


a7 your head from some unlucky official o: 
If ‘you could only take a glance round the 


hospital at Mount Pleasant a day or two before 
Christmas! Broken boxes, torn tr, loose string, 
posed labels, and perspiring officials! Such derelicts, 


One parce] was found to contain a skinned 
rabbit = tattle of gin, a packet of and a 
of coloured sweets, - broken mixed 
seer in a ghastly compoun 
57% other postal, pointer. Son't send 
places abroad reduced rate applica 


at the giving | ot Christmas presents, too, one has 
be very careful. 

you probab:y know an individual, and make up 
hr mind to send him a gift value thirty shillings. 
ut, before you do any such thing, der well. 
He may not be a man of courage; he may deny 
himself—and, more, aig ni § family—food and cloth- 
ing urgently’ uired, in order that your gift be 
returned to you in full valen 

That is one of the errors that well-off people 
often fall into at Christmas time; they —_ out 
resents without a thought being given to posi- 
ion or wealth of the recipients, and - often causes 
these recipients a deal of Mr. Smith 


— Pette en, Wh coat is sacrificed so that a 
= comes be sent to Mr. Robinson! That kind 
ing happens every Christmas. Is it not a pity 

That there are so many —~ Smiths = the foro? 
The question is, why should the home and mem- 
bers the family y' bo ‘made to suflor oo that 0 
present, or presents, tende: in payment a 
SS gic troivedl if & man Shane olica rd to 

return present for present, let him have the cou 
to acknowledge it ; Ret him not act the hypocrite by 

attem’ ing to do what is really beyond his power. 


Christmas res bag rtunity of ing out 
—s are our friends © are not. 
Take your own iy reador. Suppose a little 


It is quite an elaborate ceremony, for 
sorar invitations are issued beforchand. 

On Christmas Eve the friends meet at the farmer's 
house, and after a feast of hot cakes and cider, all 
proceed to the orchard, one of the party bearing a 
cake and a quart jug of cider. The cake is formally 
deposited in the first fork of the rg my tree, an 
the cider thrown upon the trunk k of the tree. Ts 
is supposed to insure a good crop of apples for the 
ome! season. 

of cakes, there is a peculiar Twelfth Night 
custom, w She; hick a been kept up for more than a 
century at Drury Lane Theatre, and which it would 
be considered sanat unlu to omit. This is the 
cutting of the Baddeley ca 

Robert Baddeley, who lived more than a century ago, 
a life as a cook, went on the Powoy and achieved 

success as Moses in the School for Scandal. 
Fie i left £100 to be invested in this Twelfth Night 
celebration, ‘and to this day the cake is eaten and 
port wine negus drunk to his memory in the green 


room ; 
In Ireland the Christmas candle is rarel 

gotten, even in the humblest cabin. It is 
at midnight on Christmas Eve, placed in the win- 
dow, and allowed to burn there on successive nights 
till ‘all a —— The custom has tra to 
Canada the United States, and = the latter 
roel industry has grown hye manu- 
ese —s some w ) 
Rantifully = ornamented 


for- 


country a 
ge of cost], 
large an ly and 
gilt or coloured 


and many others to the xmAS 


eee 


rs Donts for Christmas, CF 


printed spore pers. a halfpenny for two ounces. Christ- 
mas ca cannot be sent at this rate unless yet 
can a be withdrawn from their envelopes. 

be careful about your picture postcards for abroad. 
They must bear a penny, not a halfpenny, stamp. 

Consider ath neighbours a@ little at Christmas, 
Don't pound the piano till all hours of the nighé 
if your house is a semi-detached one; and for 
own sake, as well as that of the people next 
don’t give your children noisy toys as Christmas 
sents. If there is one nuisance worse than ano 
it is the small boy with a tin trumpet or a rod 
drum. He likes noise and doesn’t know what nerves 
are. Other peo le are not so fortunate. 

Don't be reckless about risks of fire when decorat- 
ing for Christmas. The fire brine can tell you 
that their work is doubled at istmastide, and 
that most of the extra fires are caused by " dried 
eve! ns catching from a gas, lamp, or from ex- 
pose tapers setting fire to Christmas trees. mem- 

r that those heey celluloid toys are little better 
than so much gunpowder, and that cotton wool is 
an abominably inflammatory substance. 

If you are a business man accustomed to a seden- 
tary life do not be tempted by fine Christmas 
weather to cycle enormous distances or make three 


rounds of the golf course instead of your usual one. 
ee will only bin sorry for ¢ yoursel afterwards, 
and go back to work feeling like a crushed worm 


instead of being bucked up. 


2 iO Gu nde Yte Sed 


before Christmas time arrives you sit down and 
make ont =) list of the persons who yearly send you 
gifts, and you presents. Then dro 
each a Alas kindly worded note saying that this 
year Hee are gorge: | out no presents. 
result at ristmas time may or may not 
epee pos it will depend on your knowl of 
manin, But I believe 5 you would be a little sur- 
at the few gifts you received; you would 
probably find that not 5 per cent. of yore so-called 
mds remembered you at all! What of the 95 per 
<4 ae = pes were not real friends, you only 
ba tag Poli a delight Christmas parties are 
tot all aford it likes every father and mother who 
ord it likes to ask the children’s chums 
. oo ak an evening at the home. But this is often 
sad drain on a — still, their y: ones 
caida cus tay cr nigh ight duri the festive 
vqeid Pe so the — imagine they really must give 


red here; if they really cannot 

wuld decide to do without it. The 

in all likelihood, 

oa that could not be Personally, I have 
known a famil; 


go witha meat altogether for 
a week or two, ¢ at the season when it was most 


eid, all in order to give a children Birk @ 
not mistake me. I am not a disciple of 
ness; I merely think that it is "4 to cr aot _ 


k upsides with uaintances if 
raps oe to do aa, bas you want a 


| Deusing Treeswth Cider. == 


Connected with the Christmas tree thero are some 
curious ideas and beliefs. In the north of Franco 
it is customary to plant the evergreen in a tub of 
moist earth so as to prescrve it over the New Year. It 
would be considered most unlucky to allow the tree 
to go pipet or die befure New Year's Day. In some- 
what similar fashion many English people would 
be horrified at the idea of takin vig any Christ- 
mas decorations before Twelfth t had 

manians, who live along t e banks of the 
Danube, would imagine all sorts of horrors for the 
coming year, floods or tempests especially, if the 
ceremony of blessing the river were omitted. This 
ceremony is performed by the Greek priests who 
break the ice and throw a smali cross into the water. 
A rush follows for the cross, and whoever succeeds 
in securing it is supposed to be certain of good for- 
tune in the coming year. 

The people of St. Petersbur, 
about the River Neva, which 
manner. As eoon as the Blessing is over numbers 
of people dip themselves into the consecrated water 
in a of ey usually intenso cold. 

In Scotland superstition wreathes itself rather 
round New Year than Christmas. On December 31st 
the streets id he! x. people valting for ag = mu 
wishes have been inter- 
arom snd tb heniths drunk each lassie hastens home 

where she anxiously awaits the coming of her future 

“guid man,” for the ig is that he who first 

the threshold o: Year’s morn is the 
predestined partner for Tife of the maid within. 


nave 8 similar belief 
in the same 


ll, Countess de la Warr, Sir Herbert 
EARSON’S MAGAZINE, 
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topic of conversa- 
tion is not inexous- 


gamekeeper for 
counsel’s opinion. 
should the 


, By * Gamekeeper.”” 
rid 


and have been forced since to rely chiefly on the habits 

See ee ace oan wl ty 
veryone ws the old saying a 0 

at night being the shepherd's delight; yet there is 

sometimes ames La perce at the ig hein 

eveni: of floating, clou - 

ing with delint pink—which he sure si rain. 
hen his rabbits come out early in t 

for their supper, the keeper knows the night will be 

wet; and in winter when they forsake their snug 

“seats,” and betake ves burrows— 


ey 


instead of mildly 


oreover, nip 
give a deep thrust which there is no mis- 


Spiders also are weather-prophets. When the keeper 
sets out on an autumn arene there is often a veil 


tell “it be agoin’ ter 
swallows skim low over 
hawking for insects are 


and 


“mot long wet, not long dry. 
long as they of blue 
nas ere fe mas of corde, presume 
make men” a pair rousers, 
‘enerable dames of the country-side 
the weather. 


If Christmas fun 
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THE LAW'S SHADY SIDE. 


Dodges Unscrupulous Solicitors Employ, 


Tue Law, taken as a whole, is a profession which is 

commendably jealous of its honour and reputation, 
but that there are many Black sheep within its fold 
cannot be denied. 
_ Tho cases within the last few years of solicitors who, 
in breach of their trust, have converted moncys belong- 
ing to clients to their own use aro fresh within the 
memory of readers, and need not be particularly re- 
ferred to here. Their peculations were discovered, and 
they were punished, and there the matter ends. 

Apart from these criminal offences, however, there 
are many lesser evils which flourish in the lower 
stratum of the legal profession, and which, being 
cleverly cloaked, never come to the cognisance of the 
Incorporated Law Society, the body which governs all 
matters relating to golicitors and their professional 
conduct. 

For instance, there is toutin 

Now, it is one of the most cherished traditions and 
tenets of the lawyer that his fraternity shall not adver- 
tise in any way, and any inflection from this man 
will bring the offender into trouble. Yet there aro 
legal touts by the score who infest the County Courts 
and Police rts, and advertise their willingness to 
conduct cases, not infrequently on the understanding 
that if unsuccessful they shall not be paid for their 
work. But the worst kind of tout can be typified by 
the followin —! 

A man walking along the pavement slipped and fell 
down an open erating, He injured his and was 
taken to an adjacent hospital. Ho had his wound 

and camo out. 

Just as ho emergod from the hospital a gentleman 
accosted him and asked him what had happened. The 
man explained how his accident occurred, adding it 
was entirely hig own fault. The gentleman, however, 
Perey if he intended to obtain some compensation, 
and the man eagerly took the bait. 

They immediately adjourned to a lawyer's office, the 
evidence was taken down, and the next morning the 
owner of the pine received a legal demand for £100 
damages, and, in default of payment, procecdings 
would be commenced forthwith. 

Although on inquiry the affair was found to be a 
pure accident, yet the owner, rather than enter into 
costly litigation with a man who could not pay his 
solicitor’s bill if successful, decided to pay half that 
sum, plus, of course, the liberal costs of the injured 
man’s attorney. 

In another case a man was taken to a police-station 
on suspicion of passing false coin. ile at tho 
station the coins were ially tested and found to be 
genuine, whereupon the prosecutor, finding he had 
made a mistake, apologised and gavo the man a 
sovereign as compensation, with which the latter ex- 
pressed complete satisfaction. 

Soon after he left the station he was joined by a 

1 tout, who invited the man to an office, where tho 
wi story was repeated and taken down. The next 
morning would-be prosecutor received a solicitor’s 
a claiming £50 as damages for false imprison- 
ment 

In the end the matter was compromised, the solicitor 
receiving for his costs almost as much as the man’s 


compensation. 

It can readily be scen that this kind of case is “ manu- 
factured ’’ by the solicitor chiefly for the sake of costs. 
Sometimes t “costs” swallow up the damages ro- 
ceived, and in all such matters the solicitor relies up- 
on the defendant » paying a sum of money rather than 

straw, and so these touting men 


must ‘ 
will for less.” 

Sometimes he does settle for less, sometimes not ; 
but, at any rate, the “sparring”? always results in a 
nice little sum of costs when tho case ig finally dis- 


of. 

Solicitors who take up cases on speculation, and 
charge nothing unless aly succeed in the action, and 
thus obtain such costs from the defendant, are not so 
tare as might be Such solicitors, of course, 
always make sure that the defendant is a man of sub- 
stance, and can pay their bill if so ordered. : 

Thero may nes Eppeer to be anything vitally wrong 
in the matters above mentioned—there is nothing 
criminal in them—but this much is very certain: They 
are not in accord with the high code of honour set up 
by the best practitionere—namely, that a la 
should always place the interest of his client before 
his " 


_— —_——_—__.go—___—_—- 
He was telling his sweetheart about the members 
of the football team. 
« Now, there's Johnson,” said he; “in a few wecks 


will be best man.” 
a cnthe lisped, “Oh, Jack, this is so sudden!” 


which the musical 
profession exercises 
upon ambitious 
young people, whose 
aspirations are 
ppeely quite out 
res 

their 
unaccountable 
one who has been 
behind 
scencs and knows 


the almost super- 
human patience 
and perseverance 
which are abso- 
lutely necessary for 
success. For the aspirants are many and the prizes few. 
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nts, seems 
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The Cost of Making a Début. 


Money in this, as in most professions, is a power- 
ful lever, and but little is known, though much is 
whispered in musical circles, as to the real extent 
to which uniary considerations influence concert 
managers in their selection of new artists from the 
hordes who aro always clamouring to heard. 

It is a significant and well-known fact that num- 


system has been carried to such an extent 
that the subsidy paid by the assisting artist is 
often reckoned in as part of the legitimate proceeds 
of the concert, quite as a matter of course, along 
with the revenue derived from the sale of tickets 
and programmes, 

RUNNING A SPECIAL CONCER%. 

What docs it cost to introduce a new artist to 
the public? 

There are plenty of musicians now established 
favourites, or still struggling to come out, who could 
a tale unfold as to the sums they have been asked 
by agents undertaking to give them opportunities 
to make their mark. Five hund pounds would 
not be far out, nor would £1,000 be unheard of. 

And in justice to those who turn their attention 
to the business side of the profession, it must bo 
ccnceded that “making a splash” is an expensive 
process. The ambitious young artist yerer: wants 
to make his (or her) début with due dignity and 
importance, and this means hiring the Queen's Hall 
and one of the best orchestras available. 

A concert arranged on these lines easily runs into 
£200 for one night’s expenses, and if mtch is done 
in the way of advertising, @ good deal more can 
soon be spent without bringing in any return. For 
no matter how much a new artist bespatters thu 
hoardings of London with his portrait and descrip- 
tive titles, which do not err on the side of over 
modesty, the musical public will not spend their 
money on an unproved performer. 

FILLING THE HALL WITH DEADHI:ADS. 

This means that all the tickets have to be sizes 
away, and the seats filled with deadheads. hus 
the initial expenditure of £200 has to be regarded 
as a “lock-up” speculation, for the only immediate 
result the unfortunate artist obtains in return for 
his outlay consists of Press notices. If these arv 
few and unfavourable, the venture must be regarded 
as a dead loss, for on these Press notices largely 
depends the artist's chance of future engagements 
in London and the provinces. jae 

So many concerts of this description are given 
every year that concert managers have a difficult 
task to find audiences for their clients. Even though 
the tickets are given away, it is difficult to get 
music-sated deadhcads to take the trouble to attend. 

The fact of the matter is that there are far too 
many concerts, and far too many mediocre artists 
making thcir début every year—far more than have 
any chance of making o bare livelihood by platform 
appearances. Such is the rage for publicity nowa- 
days that it is impossible to persuade clever ama- 
teurs that they aro never likely to be anything 
more. 

The concert manager, who is, of course, a business 
man and not a philanthropist, does not perhaps dis- 
cow these ambitious aspirants to the extent 
desirable for the advantage of the musical community 
a of the would-be star’s admiring 

tomers come to him with their money, 
and he, like any other tradcsman, does not send 
them away. : . 

Tho upward path of the instrumentalist is even 
more steep and thorny than that of the vocalist, 
for the demand for their services is Icss. 


and the 
parents. 


should chance to flag, You've but to read the ROYAL Mag. 
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been previously sucked ; but, to prevent any suspici 
were, on inner Mining bo the | one should by accident be trokes on the table.” This 
ne —h 
on THE FISH AND INK. 
the rod, is now withdrawn This is really a first-rate delusion. You bring be 
with it from the | fore the spectators a glass vase full of ink. You dip 
and the ballet is| s ladle into it, and pour out some of the ink on s 
easily into the hand / plate, in order to con- 
by Valling off the tube vince the audience 
from the rod while seeking that the substance in 
builee™ to “catch the the vase is really ink. 
By HORACE GOLDIN. ben rclring the order to handkerobiet over the 
. fall tones your closed band Withdraw hen the 
pin thi article Mr. Horace Goldin, the femous Wiusionist, | into the plate just as the pistol goes off. vee ts toad to bs 
whe recently received a special command to appear before A “t pistol” of this sort only costs a few with, pare well 
Their Majesties o King Edward VII. and Queen Alezandra, | shillings, and will last » lifetime. — gold Beh acter 
tof ome ty erect ely ears Toe foo — ming’ about. Tue 
* can do t 
minutes.” Mr. Goldin gents ot the it i @. pac HOW TO PASS A Te THROUGH ee nh eae 
e imagine t) need spect , 
Wrdy cake pended ri ch The ators should sss; aud le pucternde 
a little ingenuity, the most inexpe as follows :—To 
ill _ an orm most mysterious tricks,” is “the interior of the vessel 
Kiag lu " is fitted a black silk 
———— lining, which adheres 
on Bi acai ig Pf eeet is, I am sorry to say, closely to 4 
seippesring, © ly because so many people seem 
to t an illusion, to be a good and effective water, and which is 


rejuires elaborate stage maragement. This idea, 
however, is ye a aietalonn one, and the tricks which 
in in this article can be introduced practi- 


§ 


handkerchief during the performance of the trick. 

The ladle has a hollow handle with an opening into 
the bow!; in the handle is a spoonful or so of ink, 
which runs into the bowl when it is held downwards 
during the act of dipping into the vase. 


THE INCOMBUSTIBLE HANDKERCHIEF, 


Get a brass, or copper, or other metal ball, about 


I have proved, times without number, 
that with a little practice and attention to the instruo- 
tions anyone thoroughly master them. I have 


selected pu ly a variety of tricks, so that an in- three inchea in diameter. The large knob of a door 
“home-made ” Serle pari can be or of stair banisters will do. : 
which possesses the additional advantage of Fit very tightly round it a fine linen 

being mysterious and varied. han ; you had better practise 


; cousin. Then with a of 
eee geet 5 earn 
THE CHANGING COINS. sow os glow, and 
Sidi :q: youn) op yorr ett Moore, deck ot ll, wichants | Se ee ee et econ 
anyone sceing you. Borrow a handkerchief, which | but the handkerchief will not be 
throw lightly over the left hand. Take a two-shilling ared. i 
piece, and spperenty Lae in "he explanation of this effect is 
reality bstitute the that, the metal being a so much 
in ite place, dropping thet florbs better conductor of heat than the 
down your sleeve. hendkerchief, the heat passes from 
Give the handkerchief the coal to the metal direct, and the a 
someoneto hold. Then borrow handkerchief has not time to become even scorched. 


THE BURNED HANDKERCH RESTORED. 
Get a tinman to make a double cfnister with an open- 
ing at each end. This must so slide within a tin tube 


substituting the silver for that either end can be concealed within it alternately. 
piece copper coin. Give this hand: In this position it looks like an ordinary canister. 
Into. —— cae on The ae bes aniet jae | ive parte. — = put ; 
iece of cambric made to ike a handkerchief. 
penny you another some yards apart. rrow a cambric handkerchief, and say : 


are holding ‘ 
underneath the handkerchief. Give it, to » lady of | Then with a wave of your © wand you command 
: gyorg prrnag eet of water, a nee the coins to change LE haaghory hago carried out 


“ Now, ladies and gentlemen, I shall burn this hand- 
folds of the handkerchief so that none of ‘wick without a' mistake, the effect will be one of bere 


ief to ashes, place 


can be seen. m in this canister”"— 
At a given slgpal your friend must let go his hold saying which 700 put it into 
and the piece of glass will sink to the of the be y pag a 
tumbler, striking the sides lke 0 cole, ox ani ben ve ee 
Then, when the handkerchief is removed, the restored 


which are supposed to have been using all the 


TO FIRE A PISTOL AT HAND. 
This extraordinary illusion is performed with ome Regine the owner, 
powder, real , and real p the instrumen' a ush the be 
Phish eBects the deception be the ramrod. til the shoul der is 
This ramrod is of iron, and on one wah eke & gs 
énd of it iq very nicely fitted a tube like a telescope level the a 
tube. When the tube is on the rod there will, of When ee eon 
course, appear a little projection. The other of . been declared you take 
the rod must be made to resemble this exactly the cambric and pretend to verify the mark. 
= ee You then put it in a candle flame, and when it has 
The ramrod with the tube on being in your THE MAGIC OMELET. ; 
you pass the diese Gad: sa aoe obese to cook an suited ini nitink | SAreOs Saieny. te sehen pet et eee ce 
Toutad ta" she| over tin damn sa candle, “Boror bat, thn pro- | Fateh seve ura round to your auione oC 
. audience luce four eggs, w' break in the hat, ce the : _ 
‘ examined, and re- | hat for a short time ee tho flame of the os Pies and the handkerchief is 


aety afterwards produce an omelet cooked and quite 


i 
E 


4 
aie 
LE 


uppermost. Then 

any non- 
sense ae like, 
open canister, 
and the handker- 
chief you take out 
is uninjured. 


down joing tube ee eee 
gS pre ed ist =? io = Ricz Aunt: “You only visit me when you want 
“fo allay any which arise in the money. « 1 

minds of your audience, you rotiey od the ramrod e.. — Well, I couldn’t come much oftener, 


eet Gee 
“TI never saw such a chronic bler as Touch is.” 
“What's his latest grievance 
“Ho found a half-sovereign this morning and is 
grumbling because a man to whom he owes seven 
shillings saw him pick it up.” 


“The best ‘Xmas number ever published.” That’e what you will say when you read the "Xmas Double Number 
of PEARSON’S MAGAZINE, 
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dren’e Fairy Play; with elx charactere—sée the -‘Kmas Divble Number of. HOME NOTES.: 
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When “Chilly Poverty” ls Woced asd Welcomed, 
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Box odo a ae at work 
in November, was met in December about shabby 
heel, and looking as if he had noteaten a square 
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But no, it must have been some trick 
Of my imagination ; 

No one was there, so I went back 
To bed—and calculation. 


I started just where I left off, 
Aad worked a sum 


To something more like wailing; 


EpitH (at tobacoonist’s): “I want a bor 
of nice cigars.” 
Seppe: aes kind would you like, 


Baith: “Oh, [ am not cular! Have 
you any flavoured | ad 
>=0c<- 


“Tris difficult for man to have a Merry 
Obristmas and a Happy New year as well, 
oar Seer tt ke tae Obristmas, 
the bills will prevent the Happy ow Year.” 


| class of the raranpoa 
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profession of choice, and have to earn their li in 
other walks of life during the remainder of the year, 
detectives during the latter part of December. 

Busy sho ristmas sales. 


to take a “week's holiday” at Christmas time 


clerk 
that he might, in the guise of an extra shopwalker. keep a 


keen eye on the human tide which flowed in and out of a 
emporium in London. 

"bus conductor, with a remarkable talent for “ spotting ” 
thieves and other undesirables, found no difficulty in ~~ 
@ remunerative en, ent to'act as an amateur detective 
Obristmas. D in a showy uniform, and with a clever 
“ get-up” that made him resemble an old soldier, he stood 
outside some mammoth stores. 

_ IF HIS SUSPICIONS WERE AROUSED. 

Nominally his sole duty was to open and shut ca 
doors for customers, but he also looked at everybody who 
passed him, and if he saw a suspicious person making for the 
establishment he contrived to give a warning signal to an 
assistant stationed just inside. 

The craving to. as detectives is not confined to one 
There was a lady who moved in 
and a young gentleman who spent 
about doing nothing. As ecw Curses am a 

t . ly as mas came roun 
these two, who were unaware of each other's existence, sought 
engagements in crowded shops, where. moving about and 
coming and like ordinary customers, they exercised an 
extraordinary talent for detecting and frustrating thieves. 

Plenty of other openings for detectives present themselves 
at’ Christmas. When large numbers of ts are enter- 
tained for Yuletide, country mansions and town houses 
are full of priceless jewellery and other valuables. In man 
instances the hosts and hostesses are anxious to take 

ible precautions to save their visitors from robbery. 

a detective is introduced into the houre. Perbaps 
he comes in the of a new footman—perhaps he is 
nominally one of the guests. 
GUARDING THE GUESTS’ PROPERTY. 

A very clever detective of this sort was a nursery governess, 
who abandoned her legitimate calling for a week or so each 
winter to enter upon a lucrative engagement, ostensibly as a 
lady’s maid, but in reality to keep a watchful eye on the 
= adornments of the lady guests staying under 

roof of a millionaire. 


And a man of birth who had been reduced from 
wealth to neving a as best Se coohed 
year to resume smog ,.and enjoy 

ater iodine, aad oveay 

ive an 
December he received an invitation from one of his aforetime 
friends to my a Obristmas visit 


Nominally, was an honoured 3 in fact he was a 
seercis Me astva: euaplved to pans tan propeniy of tha other 


GOLD PLATE ON HIRE. 

It is not uncommon for even very aristocratic people to 
hire gold and silver on which to give their guests their 
Christmas dinners, private collection being unequal to 
the extra demand. The majority of auch high-class borrowers 
are above suspicion. But it is unsafe to trust every: 


the most exclusive 


BF 
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one in 
this wicked world. At least, this is the principle of some of 
the firms which let out valuable property st time. 
a eee Se own to make sure that 
am 
Ni ly, an avowed detective hovering around the board 
rend ened 5 eompee over the most hilarious feast. Therefore, 
these firms have to be wise and wary in their choice of secret 
emissaries. The senior partner of one firm himeelf undertook 
t and solemnity, looked 
at deo 
ilies for Yuletide 


This was 
times was a usefal if commonplace 


tive on Obristmas Eve, and the hours of darkness in 
i ae bill-sticker, tarned his 

‘sleuts to oooount tn : at the came way. in order to 

Geet andes een Seed 2 ath - 

starving beggar, was wandering about 

doorways because be had no home to go to 

did he play his part that one night a couple of Y 


stories for everyone—see the XMAG& NOVEL MAGAZINE. Now on sale, 44, 
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w HOW TO ENTER THE CONTEST TO-DAY. -~ 


. SSeS 

obtain from their newsagents issues Nos. 855 and 
Readers who wish to start the Com — % Bd. post free, from the Publisher 
n 


’ i th will be sent for 
856 containing the first s x sets pituree Oh * & Foe | pee 


WHICH WILL NOT BE DIVIDED. ™ 


Alee CONSOLATION GIFTS fo the VALUE of £1,000 to be DISTRIBUTED as follows 1 


£250 


One Cash Gift of £25. One Cash Gift of £15. One Cash Gift of £10. 
10 Cash Gifts of 25 each. ~ 500 Cash Gifts of Zi each. 


Below you will find some pictures. Each of these pictures consists of a certain object or objects which, either 
singly or collectively, represent a surname. . 

What you have to do fe to find the longest surname made up entirely from the names of 

depicted in each picture (or from words which have the same sound). 

An “object ” does not include sky or shading necessary for correct drawing, 

Before you begin, examine the example shown, which will make the matter clear. 

You have now to examine the pictures below, and discover the surname which each of them represents. When 
you have done this, write the names down in the spaces provided. Then fill in your name and address, out 
across the page at the place marked, and keep this set of pictures by you until all the subsequent sets have appeared. 

The prise of 8500 a Year for Life will be paid to the competitor from whom the 
Editor of PEARSON’S WEEKLY actually receives the complete series of pictures contain: 
ing the greatest number of correct solutions and fulfilling the conditions printed below. 

A further eum of 81,000 will be divided in the following manner among those who 
Conditions come nezt: One Cash Gift of 8250 ; One Cash Gift of 8100 ; One 


—ae——€ "7 jogs taspen) 500 Cash Gifts of 81 each. Ne ‘competitor will receive more than one gift. 
2. Only one surname is: under picture, 


alterations are allowed in : : 
mins it hare made 6 2s <——_08T across HERE. 


write 
4+ As you ll speach soskiy ot of pictures cut it 
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one shoulder! His wife followed him, carrying on 
her head his hymn and prayer books and Tcoeries 


' Next came a carpenter, with 
pra, in the baci 
more civilised coast towns. 
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Government, who was 


is Prabh D the erstwhile fierce little Gurkha 
on a new road 


soldier, who left his regiment when the fell disease 
first declared itself on him, and found his way to the 
Tarn Taran Asylum without telling any of his com- 
rades the cause of his sudden departure. 

n there is Nawab, somo timo ago a follower of 
the Prophet of Arabia, but who on falling ill was 
totally neglected by his co-religionists, and on being 
nursed tenderly by tho Christians was won over to the 
faith of the latter. Next to him is seated, with a 
radiancy of peace on his face, Ramdas, the 
religious mendicant, who for thirty years wandered 
from shrine to shrine in India, hoping to find healing 
of body—but most of all that which would bring peace 
to his mind—till he came to this asylum, and found the 


native-m: trousers 

bright blae a pyr er 
under-vest, and a cloth of 
yellow velvet worn across 


two or three lads, his 
d. These wero 


All had made some 


sick and wounded and maimed still in pain | attempt at European clothing. latter in Him who said, “ Peace I leave with you, My 
‘and helplessness. ; . Attracted by Le i and by the sight of white | peace I- give unto you.” 
the permanent hospital in Tokyo my wife with le, @ large crow heathen soon assembled. Sitting in new fend ace by his side is a low- 


In 
— helpers had constantly visiting the 


woun: ers, and by means of singing and - e inly 

izig the and ay pc it with pictures and | with ‘the in 

lahtern 8) , had endeavou to being peace and | elders, while 

—— — which were often and dark | go_ unadorned. 
So it came about that when last Christmas (1905) 

came round, the question arose, “What could we | the Son of God 

do for the soldiers?” “Why, we will have a Christ- Me 

mas 


tree for them.” The authorities are ae 
may have it in ono of the large wards ha 
be empty. But there are 600 men, so we 
e them in two divisions, the “inside wards” 
one evening, and the “outside wards” on the 


and funds were forthcoming, and the tree 
and decorated and dressed wi’ 


B Hi 


iF 


juvenile company, even of 
kr ~~ tickets * the dra’ for 
prizes an reviously been 

each of the 800 soldiers in the inside wards, 
when all was ready all who were able to leave 
beds came in ward by ward and 


they brought, on the floor im Japanese 


the 


i ns. 
the b 
I may say that 
ic—a colo 
outside 


children ; and how well and reverently 
toa twenty-minute gospel address, 

1] laughter there was over 
the gifts! ~~ 
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And so thought the 
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ere is no need to describe their costumes! They 
were certainly not over-dressed! A dirty cloth, dyed 
dye of the country, sufficed for the 

© children were content to let nature 


man’s nature upon H 
born of a virgin at Bethlehem. 
t service was six years ago. To-day many of 


ards that he wag 
went, and that he thoro 
as my 
ured Creole—he always made a point 


Among Reformed Cannibals. 
‘ Jobn Howell. 
A urrrts brick church on the Fay 


ve stal Basokos 
Falls, to whom the Congo 
officer and some soldiers some little while ago to en- 


and soldiers. were, 
killed and eaten, and a desiré 


Bangolas, also of 
tribe who fought Stanley a fmeal), whe for miles, 
g 


their ted 
they Lass adeno 
Ngombis from the great 


as snakes, agile as a monkey, ready to at 
ing tree. 


Ez 
a4 
F 
i 
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i 
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i 


the story of the Child King, heralded by An- 
: were used that Christmas Day in 


Asylum at Tarn Taran, 
several weeks A: 
festi 


cram it te eaciomnay sem be txaees 58 18 


niet other i sacl their t 
with nstrumen: D poor stumps, 
by the ¢ g off of their hands. 


caste Chura, “ Mohan,” whose shadow even in the da 
of mental darkness Ramdas would have thought 
sufficient to pollute him. As the preather reads over 
again those wonderful words, which have brought 

to ag be hearts down through the ages, since y 
first broke the stillness of the air on the first Christ- 
mas morn, and gave joy to the shepherds of old, a 
wonderful light is scen to irradiate their poor, dis- 
figured faces, while the sightless eyes of those of their 
number, from whom the fell disease has shut out the 
light of day, are seen to turn upwards as though gasing 
upon that wondrous flood of glory. 

The Service commences, and as they hobble on their 
poor stumps, where the feet once were, and take their 
place at the Communion rails, the strangest and most 
pathetic sight of all is seen. But few hands can be 
stretched out in response to the words: “Take and 
eat this,’ and the bread must be dropped ‘nto the 
mouths of those humble followers of Jesus and poe 
wrecks of humanity, while an ordinary sick-room feed- 
ing boat must take the place of the chalice to convey 
the symbol of the blood outroured to their lips. 

In the Tarn Taran district there are other congre- 

tions ani a and with a strange history; but of 


the one 
the Leper . : 
a ee 

ouse o 
Living Death, is —_—_—"— 
the strangest ! 

Gzonce’s “Ah, Lily dear, this will bo the jolliest 
Christmas I’ve ever spent. Now that we’re engaged, 
I think only of the future.” 

Lily: “Do you? Well, at this time of the yéar I 
think only of the present.” 

— i fh 


Hostess (at the Christmas party): “Miss Robin- 
son has no partaer for this walts. Would you mind 
dancing with her of with me?” 

Hawkward: “On the contrary, I shall be only too 
delighted.” ; 


ae 


a 


d 

good en to tell 
ge hg 
hly enjoyed the service. 
urch keeper was a Roman 


By the Rev. 
with a onbeg 
an 


ee fc 


' KEPT UP THE DECEPTION. 
however, promptly Peper oh gl io was drawing to a close, and some- 
“Did you have Santa Claus at your house? ”* 
“Yes,’? wag the answer. 
“Do you believe in Santa Claus? ”” 
“No,” said the lad, “and I don’t think my little 
sister does, but we didn’t want to disappoint 
mamma !’’ 


(meat, meat), when he first 


their cruelt 
rubber fo: i : 

“@orna to do anything intercgting this Christmas, 
Bagsby? ’? 

“Yes; I’ve persuaded my wife not to invite all our 
relatives to dinner, just to see if some of them won’t 
have originality enough to invite us.’’ 

ee fo 2 

“No,’? he said, “I’m not sure whether my wife’s 

Christmas gift was meant to please me or to humble 


my pride.” 

. What did she give you?” asked his friend. 

“ Well,’? was the reply, “she had a crayon portrait 
of mo done by an amatour artist.” 


Forty Famous Funny Songs. 


A collection of all the famous old comic songs, among 
which are: 


Vilikeas and His Dinah 
The Perfect Cure 

The Bogie Maa 

Wait for the Waggoa 
Razzle Dazzie 

Dowa Weat McGiaty 
The Little Browa Jug 


Rev. E. Guilford. 


A Little Peach ia an Orchard 
Grew 

Dere’s One More Ribber for 
to Crosse 

The Captain aad his Whiskers 

The Spider aad the Fly 

The Dutchman's Little Dog 


the | , in 
roduce effects of 
ours of tho rain- 


Now ON SALE. ONE SHILLING. 
Or may be obtained post free for ls. 8d. from the Music Pub- 
lisher, Pearson’s Weekly, Henrietta Street, London, W.C., or 
from ‘Mesers. Elkin and Co. Ltd.,8 to 10 Beak Street, Regent 
Street, London, W. 


milllaer—ece Xmas Number of HOME NOTES. Price 24. 
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Wrex END:NG 
Dac. 20, 1906. 


’ Evenysopy appreciates Christmas—more or less. 
Everybody has his or her particular reason for doing 
~ an some of these reasons are very peculiar 


T’ve retired from the business now, and I’m not 
sorry for it, I can certainly assure you. I 
suppose that as long as this world is what it is 
people will have to wold up; but I don’t want 
to have anything more to do with it, thanks. Apart 
from Soin g else, my fessional duties as 3s 
broker’s man used to completely spoil Christmas for 
me.. Some chaps wouldn’t have minded B iaci-ig = 
but I couldn't be happy myself after I'd h » no 
matter how unwillingly, to make other peop 
miserable, 

It may come as a bit of news to you that Christ- 
mas is a good time for Shylock—for landlords with 
rent overdue, for all sorts of creditors, and for money- 
lenders, and especially for those landlords, creditors, 
and moneylenders who have dealings with the poorest 
class of people. 


MORE WORK ABOUT THEN. 


For, you see, however hard up and wretched a 
family may be during the rest of the year, it gener- 
ally manages to get something extra for Christmas. 
Perhaps there’s extra work for a‘man at Christmas, 
or, if not, their relations or friends help to make 
— es cheerful, or charitable organisations lend 
r 


So it happens that families who, through mis- 
fortune or pcverty, haven’t a penny to pay their 
rent or their debts at ordinary times, are irequently 
a bit better off at Christmas. Shylocks get to know 
this—and they don’t waste the information for want 


of walang it. 

One landlord I knew of had a lot of very poor 
tenants. Many of them simply couldn't help getting 
into arrears with their rents, for life was a con- 
tinual struggle for existence for all of them. He 
was heating from January to November, 
. beommse he know pest well that it wasn’t worth 
while being anything else. 

TAKING AWAY THEIR XMAS DINNER. 

But he knew that the chances were that all his 
tenants would have something extra for Christmas. 
pane lend geo ‘to_send the bailiff I 
wor! for round on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
a4 itself. 

id I like it? Not.much. How would you like 
to knock at the door of a little house, and take 


extra 


ou I've felt a beastly sneak after the money has 
taken; I've left followed b: 


on Christmas presents. 

very poor people get ann | valuable presents 

at Christmas—and not unfrequently 

ts are a lot more val than their 
recipients guess. 

SEIZING VALUABLE PRESENTS. 

I remember once that I was left in possession of 

@ little house, the tenant of which was an old 

tleman who had come down in the world after 

Peis a few 


f 
peal 


7m calcula 
He didn’t need telling that 
poor as the poor themselves. He 


Special iliuetrated 


Soper terse et 8 te Feet 
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houses in a poverty-stricken neighbourhood, and he 
took it for granted that if he put in the brokers 
on some unlucky families at istmas time the 
neighbours were almost certain to club to 
| Ag get the unfortunate ones out of their diffi- 

At ordinary times, probably, the neighbours would 
have been too hard up themecives to hare done any- 
thing. But I've known a dozen poor families sacri- 
fice their Christmas dinners to help a family to pay 
me out and save their little home at Christmas. 

Moneylenderg put the screw on at Christmas. 
They take it for granted that one of their victims, 
when threatened with ruin if he doesn’t up, has 
more chance of finding sympathy and bel, amon 
his relations and friends amidst the jollity an 
generosity of Christmas than he would have at any 
other time of the year. - 

et fee 
“Wnuart's a good cure for toothache?” 
“Walk about half-way to the nearest dentist's.” 
eee Gee 


“So he gave you a dog?” 
“Yes,” answered at man who can be sarcastic at 


times. 

“He must like you.” 

“Well, I’m not sure whether he likes me or whether 
he doesn’t like the dog.” 


———e Gee 
AN UNPLEASANT SURPRISE. 

Ir was a happy and jolly party of confirmed 
bachelors that gathered round the festive board in a 
certain club on Christmas Day. After the time- 
honoured courses of turkey, roast beef, and such like 
had been dealt with in the usual way, a large cracker 
was placed on each plate with a care that su ed 
that each cracker had been eel specially for the 
guest before whom it was placed. 

A rollicking member held out one end of his 
cracker to his opposite neighbour at the table, and, 
bang! out fell a piece of paper, which the recipient 
looked at and fell back in his chair with a gasp. 

“What is itP A bank-note?” cried the guests. 

“No, bother it! It’s a writ of old Aaron’s!” 
roared the unhappy recipient. “I’ve been dodging 
him for six weeks, but he’s scored at last. But in 
such a way! Hang him, he deserves to be——’’ 

“Paid,’’ suggested a member. 

——_2- $-e———— 

a poem Nowrich was going to build a new 
use ” 
“He had some notion of doing it, but he found 

he could spend more money by altering up his old 

one. 


——ee § See 
Hosress i. om Mr. Spooner, won’t you sing us 


som 

Spoon odestly): “Oh, I shouldn't like to— 
iin pe ie 

Hostess (wi oe So re Be oh he oe) 


but we like a change sothetimes, Mr. Spooner 


———ee § ee 

“Tiere is eomething,” he said, “that I have wanted 
to tell you for a long — but—” 

“Oh, Bertie,” she said, blushing sweetly, “not 
here in the car before all these people. Wait. Come 
this evening.” 

“It's merely that you have a streak of soot down 
the middle of your nose, but I couldn't for the life 
of me get a word in till just now.” 


eet fer 
SATISFIED AT LAST. 
, in whose eye the light of humour 


napkin 
under his chin, the bill of fare, and 
began to study it intently. Everything was in 
French, and he didn’t like it. 
eae waiter,” he said sternly, “there’s nothing 
this I want. 
nu Isn't there nothin’ you would like for dinner, 
sir?” inquired the waiter politely. 
“Have you got any sine qué non?” 
ter le 


The waiter’s face showed some signs of intelligence. 
that, ae,” and he rushed 
kitchen, only to return empty-handed. 
out to the kit » only ¢ hg 


“N-no, sir.” 
The waiter was going to pieces fast. 
The humorous gentleman was as serene as 8 May 


.” exclaimed the waiter, in 
deed Se Raves i, Sen be tally Slow! out 
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DECLINED = WITHOUT THANKS. 


Xmas Presents that are Not Wanted. 


THovsanps and thousands of pounds are thrown 
away yearly in Christmas presents which are of no 
earthly use to their recipients, and all use the 
givers won’t take a minute's trouble to consider what 
will be suitable, nor exercise the slightest crlptasiiey 
in choice. They leave their shopping till the last 
minute, and then rush out and buy the first thing 
that offers. 

Last Christmas a poor clergyman’s wife received 
from a rich friend in town a magnificent piece of 
Oriental embroidery, & ous in crimson and gold, 
with a kindly hope that she could use it for a Sunday 
dress! The poor lady smiled grimly as she laid 
present away. A pair of new boots or a piece of black 
silk, now—either would have been invaluable. 

In another case, a would-be philanthropist, also of 
the fair sex, sent a old cottage woman a beauti- 
fully bound copy of Milton’s poems. That the latter 
could barely spell out her Bible with the aid of her 
spectacles never seems to have occurred to the sender ; 
nor that a pound of tea would have been much 
cheaper and infinitely better appreciated. 

“Old Squire, ’e was always very good tome. ‘Alf 
a ton o’ coals an’ beef an’ puddin’ I always ’ad at 
Christmas, an’ I don’t reckon as Master Richard’ll 
forget me.’’ 7 

THE WRONG SORT OF PRESENT. 

So said an elderly labourer a little before Christmas 
two years ago. The poor old chap was past work, and 
his wife was dead ; but with the aid of small contribu- 
tions from his children dnd a couple of shillings a 
week from the parish he managed to keep body and 
soul together. 

Since the previous Christmas the old master had 
died, and his son reigned in his stead. A good fellow. 
enough, but rarely at home. < : 

ristmas came, and with it no coals, no beef, no 
pudding. Instead, a small parcel. It contained a 
very handsome silver-moun ipe in a case, “with 
best Christmas wishes from Mr. Richard.” 

The poor old man, who had never smoked anything 
but a penny clay in his life, put the briar on the chim- 
ney-piece and looked at it. He hady’t any tobacco to 
fill it, even if he had dared smoke it. His Christ- 
mas dinner that zoat was some soup from the, vicarage 
and a dish of boiled potatoes—nothing else. 

A certain clubman used to do his Christmas shop- 
ping by proxy, sending his man round the shops with a 

ist. An incident happened. which cured him of this 
habit. A few days after one Christmas he received a 

reel containing three novels, which can only be 
lescribed as “sensational.” Inclosed was a furious 
letter from a maiden aunt. The books had been send 
to her by a blunder on the part of the deputy, and the 
old lady cut him out of her will in consequence. 
A COSTLY XMAS PUDDING. 

Sending presents to frionds abroad is a matter re 
quiring a little consideration. People are apt to for- 
get that there is a heavy duty on imports in most of 
our colonies as well as in foreign countries. 

A man in Buluwayo received last Christmas a hamper 
containing plum pudding and other seasonable fare. 
The duty on the pudding was a shilling a pound, and 
on the rest of the food in proportion. The poor fel- 
low had to pay twenty-three shillings duty for his 
hamper and nearly the same amount in car . He 
has ed his friends not to send him another this 

ear. 

? Some people who have friends abroad try to smuggle 
presents out to them. Gloves are sent wrap in 
newspapers, and silk ties between the leaves of maga- 
zines or calendars. But the Postal Customs authori- 
ties are pretty smart. Not much passes them 
especially in New York, and the sender feels a f 

if he gets a letter of thanks explaining that the writer 
has had to pay double the duty, or nearly twice the 
original cost of the present. 

AMERICAN GROCERS DON'T WANT TIES. 

Speaking of America, it has become a custom to give 
Christmas presents of knitted ties to grocers’ 
assistants. e unfortunate clerk in Bayonne, New 
Jersey, received no fewer than thirty-two ties one 
Christmas, all of them of a brilliant crimson hue. 

Before the next Christmas a meeting was called of 
the Grocery Clerks’ Association, and a resolution was 
passed unanimously that “Members of this associa- 
tion discovered gre fom ties from customers at Christ- 
mas be fined ten dollars for each offence.” 

These home-made presents are an abominable nui- 
sance in this country as well as he States, 
Knitted ties of outra colours, crocheted bed socks 
of the harshest wool, ble chair backs, ghastly little 
paintings trated by amatour artists, and flimsy 
articles o p carving—nearly all of them are 
promptly or a to the cupboard or lumber room. 

Why on earth one cannot send presents of money, 
and let the friend rie Ro he or she likes, goodness 
only knows. If you know a person well enough, you 
may give him a horse or a grand piano; but 
mustn't send a cheque, except to a relative. It ‘A & 
ridiculous convention, and one which inevitably results 
in each Christmas increasing wur menagerie of white 
elephants. 


*” *Chrietmases at Sea,” * Aristocratic 
TED 


PAPER. 
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One Smart-set House-party Did All Their Own 
Christmas Cookiog, 


——— 


A cenrarx English millionaire never saw @ regular 
old-fashioned Christmas of ice and snow during the 
last forty years of his life. Each 26th of December 
was sane by himeelf, his family, and his in 
an osphere of tropical heat, with iful 
flowers round them, and with a cloudless sky 
of delicate blue overhead. And his Christmas dinner, 
instead of relying on the orthodox turkey, goose, 
and plum-pudding, consisted of such viands as spring 


FREAK YULETIOES FOR RICH 
FOLK. 


tion. On Jan 1st, 1801, a quartern loaf in 
London at ls. 9jd., and that in spite of the fact 
that we grew much more wheat in rtion to our 
oer pa re than wes ea eee es were lid. a 
coflee was és. Od. ae? 
meat, which in the eighteenth 

a@ good deal cheaper than it is now, cae 

= a spon a page A mpee 1s. 1d., 
rater Bonny foes . Wj ce cute eighteen and 
At Christmas 1801 7 eS oS 
So po ger) 

lor 

us be thankful that our lot is cast in cheaper times. 


ee 
Reyer “Why do you think I have loved be- 


Edith: “Because you always feel carefully for pi 
before putting your arms my waist.” el aees 


ee 
“Taovsanns of poor people practically freeze to 
death every year,” remarked a persevering philan- 


earnestly. 
u . readful ! ” seliinad his rich but miserly friend. 
Why don’t they go to the Riviera for the winter?” 
——e fa 


“Au, my little man,” said the benevolent-looking 


something different. 

So a subterranean chamber built under a lake in 
his private grounds was transformed into a summer- 
like ise, with @ ceiling painted to resemble the 
sky, and deftly arran Rn ge to conjure up & 
vision of sunshine. Unlimited nioney did the rest. 


There are & “ma le who, while not 
y Scboliah i ielmes —— et 
do all they can to make it as different from w 


old gentleman, “I saw you giving a great ~ | Nature intended it to be as possible. 
eee eee ie et He bet Geet ntwend I They are weal le mostly, who are s0 
eco by your laughing face that the good deed with what their money has t for them that 
has given you leasure.” ordi: pleasures do not appeal to them. vote 
ou bet it ' said the little man with a grin. | the old-fashioned Christmas of holly, mistletoe, and 
the tree as much too out of date them. 


“That's Tommy Jones I gave the le to, and I 
scooped the inside out, and filled it with mustard.” t number of schemes have been tried already. 


A great nut 
Some have been found wanting. Others have been 


ove’ 
SONG OF THE WALLFLOWER. Tre of three aap s hee sete ee 
‘This polka’r'a romp, I peefer to sit still, were invited £0 spend, rt’ family. ‘To their aston- 


belonging fo 
As the fellows seem terribly lacking in skills ishment they 1.) no carriages awaiting them at 


scarcity in two of the principal commodities of every- Keeping time to the music in sweet reverie the station, fo temp the snow wi 
day use, namely, wool leather. The former I imagine I’m dancing with!Cupid, M.C. their own | Arrived at the mansion, they 
famine means socks, shirts, blankets, carpets, discovered that all the servants had been sent off for 
curtains, tweeds and underclothing are all more ex- watching the whirls of the dance a holiday, and that the members of the family and 
pensive than this time last year; and the latter th vea—the guests—were to the ing 
plice « rise in boots and shoes, gaiters, seddlery, and all the domestic work. 
glo similar articles. 


i 


Fy 
f 
f 
i 
f 

a 
3 


Now another tune starts, but what have I dons 
That each gallant my favours should carefully shun, 
Neglected again, not a partner for me— 

This walts is delightful with Cupid, MLC, 


Time passes, the music with sweet rhythm flows 


cern Christmas fare 

consent, and the Christmas dinner consisted 
pally of pork chops and toasts, with r 
But a venerable-looking member of the House of 
Lords i 


who was unanimously selected as turned 
out @ very qualified success, and as a result of en- 


half @ century, for winter 1857-8 was the last No partness come forward—to tread on my tocs— deavouring to cook the chops on a diron 

year in which the general avecege of svery-day com Bat the Prince of my visions in fancy I see, too man of them into the fire Still, famine was 
ai as high as it does to-day. I will dance all the ev’aing with Cupid, MLC, staved oi somehow. 

Le ealcengead bacon — en pam The rest of the domestic, duties were carried out 

_ or higher at present; raw went to ie " said, “ by young ladies and gentlemen who y knew 

shillings a cwt., as against an average of 75 shillings ; Lixe most men,” he said, “I have my short- the ‘difference between a fiat-iron and a dust-pan, 

beef rose to elovenpence ® pound ; bread was at soven- | Comings, I suppose, but — and superintended by » countess who was under the 

pence = loaf, and wool was 20 per cont, sbove its| “Oh, i isn't your shortcomings father object? to,” | impression that » coal-brush, wos Jost 1° to 

usual price; sugar actually went to sevenpence & terrupted the girl. “Ite your long stayings.” sweep out drawing-room. It was & jolly as 

aah, the goer io Siento of Aner im 

Ne States of Amer- say on their return is not recorded. 

fea came to an end, wee 0 ty bed sat it SPENDING CHRISTMAS IN THE HAUNTS OF CRIME. 

worst en eire was starving, the ee answered Christmases in slemland used to be rather popular 

felt all over the country. In that year cotton print = among. the jultrafashionshl yt that their’ money 
ccst wholesale . per 100 yards, against an “Wi think of me when I’m gone?” asked bough 

price of 188. Linen and flannel were almost | the loveloza -pouth, who seemed unable to tear him- beam wraith en | ogy A gree ag ally 


“Ok, =f wed the fair she strangled Christmas 
° ” answ one, as A 
> yan That is, if you ever give me the oppor- shabb a even dilapidated — 7 went 

ty. A § misery—and some- 


level of the 
time. Suitably di in 
times into those of crime as well. A nobleman fond \ 
f ising such Ch ies, consisting of 

hi nae ae ae heads v4 wore ini 

to go with him or whom he thought it safe to 


in 1856, which Christmas they were 10d. » Post. 
Beef was at its dearest in ; brandy, in 1867; take. 
spicke, in 1887; cigars, in 1882. Then, under the guidance of pose detectives or 
But costly as various commodities have been at policemen, the party of rich fol would Christ- 
various times, and expensive as our present Christ- policemen, tye Fowest of social deptha—in what was 
mus ts proving, present-day housekeepers should be to them i a new and strange and probably. 
truly thankful that they did not live a cen’ ago, a te ng wor 
when the Napoleonic wars were and the It must be confessed that the motives of such 
to trade was so great that im the Conti- have been, in the main, no better than a 
nent almost ceased. As much as £80,000 was asked cra for novelty and excitement. But sometimes 
for the cazriago of # cargo of 400 tons from the ries and experiences which have come 
London, the almost incredible sum way have led to , by inducing them to. 
was demanded for running @ cargo from help their unfortunate fellow-c 
capital. on re ie gra — to escape from —_ ‘i 
a factories closed, we con “freak” Christmases e 
ee ie wor! _ in th of sham paupers—just to 
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” ao st U Siaclair (author of “ The Jungle”), will be found in the 
Stine NOVEL MAGAZINE, Now cn eale, 44. 
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the internal organs to counteract the mischief of 
errors in diet. 
yi : 5 Sale On aor the oy of 
oan ay system 
oe ane 
in 

It clears and cleanses the foul stomach and quickly 
ee ot wien It rouses the sl liver, 

most effectually removes biliousness 

It flushes the kidneys, dilutes the oe aad 
washes out the bladder. 

The best health-giver in the world is Kutnow’s 
to an accompan' 
Cpetatiee Form, out it out, and send it to our 
London Offices, you will never regret it. 
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(Write distinctly), 
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P.W., 20/12/08. . 
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43 Farringdon Road, Lendon,'B.C. 
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GAVE THE GAME AWAY. 

-@unris (who had just been kissed by Arthur under olen ial ag thoy edvertised for « Christmas THEIR TRUE OPINION. 

the which he had discovered in the | answered my advertisement?” i PB Se Christmas” may be easily 

Me ad melietinn! Teun take | Zee, mala.” Give totais’ fle bad been asked Yo take pert in 
an me t! I wish I “Wi . 

35 there; I’d—I’d pay them out, that's oll ! ne = so that I hei potter edly por ne oops aE Sete, | the ecemnl Genel te the oid DOK 8 a 

Arthur (to little brother, later on in the evening) : house, Made up ae the ancient gentleman beloved 
« Tomm am going to take Gertie away from you >=D0e~< of the children, he went, and for a time his pranks 
goon. Will you mind? *? “Ts half-crown——” dhe cockies of the and antics delighted the company. 

Tommy : “Not in the least, Mr. Popp. Sis and I | Testaurant, as he the Then a scrap of conversation he chanced to over- 
are not Erlend on “a als bed, oh?” interrupted the sour-locking patron. Sone Wareny Sek te a westhy councillor’s enjoy- 

Arthur : cy t ell, it doesn’t look ‘ “ % 9, ’ ” 

See ree <t chertia’s killing glences): “Oh, | , “Well, josh bite it, ead if {t's anything like the | at's 0 cay°zis’ of leell.” remaried coe oe 
she boxed : 2 r ; mate to er. “Wot ao treat it is fer the likes 
a cee ote oa cal tipping her of fhe shat when had it'll taste even worse than it looks.” o’ he. But why can't they let all the loonies out on 

de be em sll," came the distinct reply, “mebbe they ain’s 
e e 

Ma. Nzaver: “Delighted to hear you're going to THE UNKNOWN HELPER. all so harmless as this’n.” reply, y 

married soon. prse nar: >=0Cc~< 

Miss Pechis: “The ides! That's news is Grateful to host and hostess trom next 

Mr. Nervey: “You nisnledand me Y meas TM On both your beactidh thanks bestow, Pabst gb Ena fie bone, cit, The wan 
vo ted to hear it after I propose to you to- But don’t forget, whate’er you do, “Never heard of such ignoranes. Tell him I could 

ie aearenacd The gisl who hung the mistletoe. read when I was five years old.” 

“CunisTuas Box,” said an extremely ragged lit Acclaim the half successful trick, Oo 
urchin, entering -cook’s. al ms The good old game be shown, or shows “I woutp have to know, sir,” said the short- 

“What claims have you upon me?” asked the pro- But let your heart to thank be quick— statured man, “that I have been well, brought up.” 
prietor. “I never saw you before.” The girl who hung the mistletoe. Possibly,” replied the taller one; “but you weren’’ 

“Why, please, sir, I looke in at the window to brought up far, were you!” 
eco what it is when I go by.” No more the entertaining guest 1°) od 

peesienis Your gtitade shoud fel ead know, me A GENTLE REMINDER. 
PHILANTHROPY. Than the unkoown, a . onnson had t home a log, and 
iedenier iene ad an taco @ tla ‘The girl who hung the mistletoe. in » weak moment he told his better what he 
friendly hint came to light at @ certain police-court Applaud the useful vocalist, had paid for it. For some days after that the in- 
aiecge, Aree pr saconteur’s delightful flow, oer ractical J. had a good deal to say 

Mr. A. iss gentleman who is sometimes a philan- But treasure, when you've coced and kissed, abot ule gs, their money, wicked waste, 
thropist if he can do it without touching his own acai wr <r aes eJohnega. tried hard et ee ee oe 
pocket. r ‘ . ee succeed e time guests 

= oe on with enter “Taenn are five shillings,” said the old g nileman | Stthered round the cheerful fireside. 
ing a ping to the choicest es He t with all 

holly. to his young grandson—“one for each of your birth- wee & the world, was Johnson, 
"Pe What have you to say?” asked the chairman. | 1@7%,,, What more could « little fellow like you loge Little ‘ester nodded: 

« ” « ms . 7 ; 
eacabea Why," gasped wthag, Ooi OP ga — pro- “Only that I was as old as you, grandpa,” replied I these gracd old Christmas customs, Maria. 
that the house was empty and that I might as the young financier. lees oy =. than - as, — rend 
by the holly and cell it as it to waste in ees . hides 80 to 5 knew 8 i ante in the 

. PwaLtken: “What are we to do with Heavy- | old times, after al new thing or to in, the good 

statement staggered the tor, who had | head? He is al falling asleep.” exonplifed the cheerful crackle Christ- 
forgotton the incident. BUil, he was bound to od- oe reat Pon eal Bie eke sidiain & |S’ ter ee 

mit that it was perfectly true. partment, and tell the customers that our t- “Better than to a shilling for a penn’orth of 

“All the <2 he added lugubriously ; “last shirts are so excellent that the very look of wood,” suggested J. 7 - 
Christmas I'd no idea of buying that house myeelf. sends the salesmen to sleep.” Then J m changed the subject. 


Re et ae nee ee , 
Bo} Fb. by pee ea os ; [OR 
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will convince most perzon on 
trial costs you nothing, so try itat once. ° 


ACID ELIMINATED. 


*¢ Stirton,’ Victoria Road North, Southsea. 

“Dear Sirs,—It gives me much 
the efficacy of Kutnow’s Powder. 
clears the system of uric acid, and acts 
I have recently beon wy im 
it I a 
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ALARMING | INCREASE IN. ‘BALDNESS! #1 


A REMEDY OFFERED FREE, . 
Setar o et ee of felts gee aie Ee SPN Stee ot Pee ee tee 


~ EDWARDS’ 


THE GREAT HAIR PRODUCER AND RESTORER. 
THE FINEST DRESSING. | SPECIALLY PREPARED AND DELICATELY PERFUMED. 
-,* A LUXURY AND A NECESSITY TO EVERY MODERN TONET. — 
Under Rogal Patronage and Supplied Direct to 


| 
& 
é 
ILM. THE QUEEN OF GREECE. WLR.M. THE DUKE OF SPARTA. 
_ + ave 


H.B.H. THE DUCHESS OF SPARTA. #.B.8. PRINCE GEORGE OF GREECE. 


Unequailed for Frometing the Growth of the Benrd and Moustache, The World. 


Mr. ‘HARRY. DE WINDT, 
writes : © think tt ight to tell you that on my return from 


ee aa ee tn a ee a es ee 
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* MBAVIBR THAN AIR, 


age white nt seven aloe Boe $ 
=f tt Bbove the brads of it: 
te te over sixty years. 
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jOU_CAN BEGIN TO-DAY. 


THE FIRST CHAPTERS. 


3m Exsttcorr decides to kill himself. His fiancée, 

Mariel Danebridge, has returned his ring; and the firm in 
which all his money is invested has become insolvent. 

With this idea in view, he commences clearing his 

affairs. There is the five hundred pounds he owes Israel 

a moneylender. He contracted the debt by being 

a friend. It would never be ag now. 
y ; remembers he has lent his revolver to his 


Then 
old Vv: Hartley. So he buys a new one. 
Oe Ag hee SE 
as de is finishing his arra ents Vincent Hartley calls. 
bets face and blo lips, he confesses that he 


The ¢ er, it after dunning him at his 
clab, had wwayieid him oh empetend Heath ® Words had 
come to blows. Zorzi brought out a knife, — 

orth Ellicott’s revolver and shot . 
he the weapon away and fled. 

When Ha: hears that Ellicott intends to kill him- 
self, he implores him to take the blame of Zorzi’s murder 
upon his shoulders. 


tiepaper.  Exulting at his new 
of life, Hartley runs i . 


post it. 
ne lle, “Muriel, who in sending back the ring has 
ebn- influenced’ by her aunt, hears of Jim's terrible mis- 
realises that he alone fills her heart. 
im and pleads for the return of her 
at Lady Brooksbank’s reception 
to say, on receipt of this letter, Jim 
‘oe the reception. When he meet 
to ion. e meets 
: forgets the -existence of everyone else, and 
go to a secluded nook, where he hears what 
read, from Muriel’s own lips. 
e bolt from the blue. 
and is thunderstruck at seeing 
alive. 


leaves Muriel for a moment and explains to his 
that, —— a P , he cannot keep 
agreement. But this doesn’t do for Hartley; he re- 

point blank to nelease Jim from his romise, and 
he intends to keep the incriminating letter 
Jim a s to enter his flat that nigh 


eeew st ith nd-bag. Think Yi : 
uns wi @ 8a . in 
killed he makes it appear as h Jim 


he has 

d com- 

the green envelope." When rd Ag ng hp ioubly 
; e gets e he anx 

of finding inside the letter that means 


‘ 
f 


Eze 
beat 
' 
a 


rlitt 
it 
i 


SL 


eo:mnech to lnim pe enly Scorers s Bank pipes a a) 
collapees . For Hartley, 
i y, {hm post, had inserted’ 


to trust the letter to 
paper in its stead. 
Wext.morning Hartley expec 


ts 
os. All the same, he rings 
telephone and tells them that El 


the but is 
ines ap ‘Scotland Yard 
has written 


. ie strange confession. A detective named Nall visits 


» and: together er pe Jim's abode. Bell areas 


foreign eustomer in the restaurant hears the remark. 
yushes round to Ellicott’s abode and there meets Nall 
s hi . Heis Juan 
the lover of Zorzi’s daughter, 

gwhom eomeone has basely deceived. - 
moneylender bea gone to Hampstead Heath that 


Blentherpe ) * , and sho tells her niece that 
A foe en arcnaied ter the maxter of Inrael Serei. 


feted 3 intent on his daughter's betrayer. But 

gt e to the Spaniard eMac thoy pone 
s 

ruined Shebah. 


was the scoundrel who had 
cane that, but for the fact that the law has 


contracted. 

has Muriel’s aunt in his power, 
Muriel to marry a 
meets Asperillo, an hears 
his money shall be divided 


Shebah. He uires what 
do now that he is a man, an 
that he is going to 


“3° you CAN NOW READ ON. 


TOYS OF FATE. 


A Human Drama Written by STACEY BLAKE. 


CHAPTER NINETEEN. 
A Soul Looking Out of a Grave, 


THERE are no roads to Casalarreina. One can reach it 

ye two-days’ journey from Tarifa upon a track, which 
» occasional passage of pack-mules keeps from final 

obliteration. 

The other way is by sea, from that same walled city 
which the Moors built a thousand yeare ago, and which is 
still little changed. Because the curse oY temmey- semicon 
which turns the world upside down, sits lightly on Spain. 
The Moors built Casalarreina, too, the wall that hems it 
about (though this is ruinous in places), and the stone quay 
that is crumbling away with the water-lapping of ten 
centuries. And no one has built anything since. What 
would you? 

The sunshine is outside. 

The mosque, whence the Muezzin was sounded long 
centuries ago, serves for Christian worship. The httle 
harbour is silted up, but then ships never have, never 
would, Pissgeat Ships are always on the blue ea brea 
eea, going and coming without ceasing, no one in Casalar- 
reina knew where or whence, or cared, but none ever 
stayed. The place was dead—as dead as those who built 
it. Even the map-makers had forgotten it. 

But Juan Asperillo found it, though it was more than the 
task of a day. He landed from a felucca one chill morn- 
ing when the patrons of the wine shop by the water-gate 
shivered continually over a suffocating and inadequate 
charcoal brazier. 

Never had such a winter been known in the province 
before. Word had been brongns by those who went up 
into the hills, who had had speech with those who 
journeyed into the eierras, that snow lay thick upon the 


mountain Even the sun, which always shone re 
oo , had no warmth in it now that the no 
win Ww. 


Mildly surprised eyes lifted to Asperillo. What did a 
aikalors want in Canleereieat 
A pote small man, dromed a tage once had ere black, 
up against a of stone on quay, 
smoking a cigarette with an air of being thankful for t 
comforts a good God had given him—and taking thought 
for the future by esa ge! Bega another between 
forefin an ib. The black garment that had 
changed to a duaky green was a cassoc . This man was a 


“Lodgings, eefior?” he said, making answer with a 

vity that seemed to be perpetually struggling with a 

umorous twinkle in the corners of his eyes. “I do not 
think there is a bed to epare in Casalarreina.” 

The artist looked with a grim look on his face. 
Perhaps he had imbibed some of the hardness of the brisk 
northern island air. “Then I will sleep under the wall 
there,” he answered. 

The priest nodded- gravely, as though wondering what 
Teason anyone should have to stay in Casalarreina, “" 
ee ek ee oem Ne ened Aa 

rolling. 

“TI am about te take wine,” he said, opening his hands 
ag ser gh autres sefior——” 

sperillo follow They entered the narrow street 
teway shaped like a horseshoe. At the 
other side was a little blank where a house had fallen in 
ruin—and never rebuilt because there was no one to live 
in it—and a big palm tree occupied the space of it with a 
— of red geraniums about it. The artist paused with 
an involuntary exclamation of admiration on his lips. 

“Yes, the good God has nothing in this country,” 
said the priest, with his eyes on the feast of colour, 
“except "—and here his voice changed and grew hard, as 
though a new thought had comAto him—“except a con- 
science for its people,” and as he epoke, with an angry 
vibration in his voice, he lifted his eyes up to the brown 
square building on the hill, which could be seen where they 


stood. 

“What is that building?” 

“A convent, my friend,” returned the priest. 

Beare. plaryrerghe wedi little time after. At the 
moment hé was not with the sins of Casalar- 
— ed was absorbed with the object that had brought 
him thither. 

The pri — before a » dark house with nailed 
door i be Niedewe, ost: humour had rer 
tmcBat i a gue plesseat vpstaire—in my oor," b 

- it my room,” 
“Ha! pe a geal a Veja—the Padre eja!”” 


“My name is illo,” said the other, vely, 
try hr in 6 polit pein. Fam of led 


railway. ‘ 
s*erYou will-have been to Madrid then! And I never. 


i 


ha’ moments,” and he t! the door of a room 
me vil saw was filled with books. He indicated 
these with a shake of his open hand. 


“A wise man asks for much, but is content when he 
receives half—or nothing. Such a wiee man is y. 
What would you! To be, to do, to have, after all, w 
dertiverythiog, my father,” said Asperillo, with « ttle 

“ Eve! , my father, a 
fierce pa in fis wo Ing : ; 


Father Veja looked curiously at his visitor a moment, and 
then sighed as one who is familiar with sorrow. : 
sok oe He wee haere: be ee, bee i a heeslt wae 
a l¢ and glasses “ Per! there are learnt 
outside Checlarvalas,” ™ 
He poured out the wine with grave courtesy. 
, i aad evil,” he added, with a frown creasing his 
‘oO! A 
And there came a hard look on his face, like a man who 
has come upon a distasteful thing, and for a moment his 
thoughts seemed detached and > 
And then lo, with what urging him he 
knew not, of a sudden put his hand into his pocket and 
drew out a round, gold-framed miniature. And he thrust 
it into the Padre’s hand with a swift, fierce insistence. 
i Have zen seen that face before!” 
It was the face of a girl, i ly beautiful, with fair 
hair, and blue ayes, rare beauty in Spain to make 
one not forget having seen it. The priest’s face under- 
went a remarkable chenee as his eyes dwelt on the little 
get iodlny a Se face ‘ene eee bear a 
J and t. sat ill upon it. Yet his mouth was set 
very hard, and his black yen flashed as he set them on 


Asperillo. 
Yes, I have seen this face before,” 


said, standing up 
with a strange look of alert defiance in his bearing. 
“Tam ing her,” said simply. 


There comes a point beyond which fury cannot go. For 
ag every thought of Shebah Zorsi had been like a flame 
to his dried-up heart. Yet here, conscious as he was that 
she was breathing the same air as himself, within 


the throw of a stone, he gave no sign of the and 
sorrow and that consumed him. 

“And you that she is here?” demanded the priest, 
with a show of teeth. 

“I know it.” 


Father Veja paused. as if deciding in his mind whether 
there was anything it were wise to conceal. Then he 
spoke, yet with air of @ man giving information 


dgingly. 
oT vee the is here, in the convent. I have to hear con- 
fession there,” he said very slowly, setting a pair of fierce 
eyes on Asperillo. And of a den he cried out, with 
al incredible fierceness : 


man—presently. Though the English law has 
him now, my father, a ceenet, bok that .je ab enangh— 
? i penalty eave death - « « for thet 


* “Hat . . . that the good God should let such men 
live!” muttered the priest. “But do you scek her now— 
” 


f 

She was not of our faith—no, her mother was a 
good Catholic, it eeems. Her fete is e Jew. May he 
never find her to put her soul in peril. She is of the 
Church now.” 

Asperillo remained silent. He had not come to talk 
about the death of Israel Zorzi. 

“Is this—this business immediate?” asked the pricst. 


«“ Yes.” 


uestion of 
Toras, ae lives 7 


The: 
the way which Asperillo must go. “ He—Miguel—has no 


shew \ aan of slaty rock. a — = amiable person, with 
of a brigand, an r of an aris 
It he occupied himself between a little 


though, to be sure, he sometimes made ley od the 
He confided this information a twinkle in his 
. with of one gentleman discussing a fac 
ot mutual interest with another. 
# But I am a sailor, sefior,” he ssid. “Some day I shal? 


=. Read “A Day in the Life of an Actress,” by Gertie Millar, in the January ROYAL. On sale December 20th, price 4d, 


as 


WEax ENDING 
Duo. 20, 1906. 
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} tn in ber own hand at the back of it » verse in 
world knows it not. 


CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE. 
Liberty ! 

Tose men who are honest because it is the best policy 
generally have no t morality to speak of, since it 1 
no a le quality to make virtue of an expediency. 
Why dishonesty is to be avoided is by reason of the fact 
that the law of average shows that it seldom escapes being 


there .was the name of place. But it was a name | found out. 
common in Spain. are many pueblos called by it, so when, therefore, Joseph Bowles deflected from the path 


of strict rectitude, it can only be supposed that the advan- 
tage hag. Woe on the other side, on the side of dis- 

y. or that he magiaed that the law of average might 
be suspended in his case. 

For he was not without opportunity of observing at 
first hand (or eve) that dishonesty, when found out, has a 
bet f poor time of it, since his post and station in life was 

of under-warder at Portmoor prison. It was he who 
wrote, in Roman characters, on a slip of paper, which Jim 


“Yes. 
~« And you did—what you went out to do?” 
“Yes. 


“Her sttitude—her reception of you!” A suffocating 
feeling seemed to seize Hartley as though a hand were on 


his throat. 
1 Paid not have speech with her,” said Asperillo. 


“Ha!” Ellicott found inside his small brown los ; 
Hartley felt something. give way in him like the break- | this que: “1 a Ey eal Megs ea 
ing of a violin Nap grag beige in his “ Would you escape if you had the chance!” 
right hand sli; — te and fell with a It had been ingeniously inserted in the loaf, by way of a 
we 


crash on.the floor under his desk. eakness usually | slit in the bottom of it, and it was Mr. Bowles’ way of 
sounding the prieoner’s feeling on the matter, because he 
had known instances of prisoners refusing to take the risk 
of an escape which in nine cases out of ten ee tle 
novelist no eiihatending) sess recapture, punis| . and 
an augmentation of sen’ . And Mr. Bowles was essen- 
tially cautious. It was in a very roundabout way that he 
ived this commission 


had received 


and picked it up with a expression 
the moment he held it in his hand before 
‘he landed it back he saw that it was loaded in every 
mber. 
“ I had got it out to clean it,” said Bowe a roar dg 


came in. My elbow knocked it o advertise, and who betrayed a striking Lneagey Ming keep- 
ks. I always keep a weapon in my desk, since I was | ing their names out of the little commissions they under- 
att rags by a half sailor who had a | took. were concern it. 
p 


getting his friend out of prison, and then recommendin, 
»_ with him c consult another man, whose name he menti 5 
‘Ah! You will return there some time!” questioned 


aS Yeo_afterwards,” retumed the Spaniard. “It is my 


monsieur, or was it sefior, on | 
track of someone who —— consider this altogether irre- 
@uty to see that her money gocs aright—to her hands— , ete. 


“Ts no avenger, sefior. The man is living. I am goi 
to kill him, a, afterwards, I shall pay Shebsh.” = 


THE 


through the urinary 


< ‘* healthy unless the blood is healthy. Diseased or weak kidneys are the true cause of 


~~ URINARY DISORDERS, BLADDER WEAKNESS, GRAVEL, 
= and other KIDNEY and BLADDER’ DISEASES. 


Doan’s Backache Kidney Pills 
connot be bought loose, but only im the bozes, 
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‘that he might do something. Delightful weather, wasn't 
it—er, no! W choice, 
se lg 
eumably for handling the law to his own advan more 
than peotesslanal Caton deemed expedient, had tisbened te 


Asperillo’s p: 
so when the latter mentioned that he was ready to spend 


expensive things to pay for. It would 

pay & pre 

tions in a quarter that might—or 

in just that quantity 

Sent. At the same time, wi 

impatient at what might seem 
running 


must remember that 
British law was a big thing, and required delicate handling. 


would part with 
exceed that sum, 
Asperillo that, in the 
in the eyes of the 


HUMAN KIDNEY 
AVERAGE NATURAL SIZE. 


qpasne are two kidneys, situated in the loins. If the hands arc laid on the back, on each side 
3 of the spine on the two lowest ribs, they will press over the kidneys. In size each kidney 
is-about 4 inches long, 2} wide, and 14 thick, weighing about 44oz. Their work is to filter the 
blood. after it has passed through the body and before its return to the heart purified for re-use, 
while the uric acid, superfluous watery and other waste matters are expe!led from the body 
~ he whole of the blood is filtered every three minutes. It will at 
once be seen that sickness must follow if the kidneys grow weak or become diseased, and, there- 
foré, unable to keep the blood pure. Poisons accumulate in the blood, and the body cannot be 


BACKACHE, CONSTANT TIREDNESS, RHEUMATISM, DROPSY, 


bt bo following is the case of Mr. J. Hardingham, 109 Great On OCTOBER 14th, 1005 —over two later — Mr. 

2 ‘College Street, Camden Town, London, N.W. Hardin; ham wae good cough So pay ws 8 it, when he told 

th OLY, 1003, Mr wrote :— us that his health was still rate. 

oder eto Loe Dena Seca 2g Fa | mpnmiatte’ were Atanetan. og lab ed 
severe ves - Mr. ingham, wi 

/ ae ng remained well ever since Dean's Backache Kidney Pile enred 


s are 9/8 box, or 18,9 for 6 boxes. 


dh at gt ta 
y . was 
wyer, who had been struck off the rolls, 
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with attentive consideration, the more 


Of course, t absolutely confidential. 
There were considerable risks to be run, and risks were 


is 


liminary fee of twenty to 


ff 


Hl 
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Tact, know , and discretion 


ntleman , an 


i 
i 
Pa 
Frat 


This ex-solicitor was discreet in more ways than one 
man 


He accurately page how much money the yo 
an 


ingly, and he did not allow his fees to 
the same time, he made clear to 

were engaged in, both 
law were commi 


J 

in the event of discovery, would be made to suffer equally. 

To his credit, the ex-gentleman t, seb 

about the work with due dili , and by 

and through several agents, which, and of whom 

were better not to inquire too closely, he got in communi- 

willin; ll his trust at 

a price. That man was Joseph les, who sent the 

message to Jim Ellicott in his breakfast bread as ap 


°POn the other side of the slip of briet 
° side o ©! were some 
instructions for answering. — 

“ Smear on back of plate: ‘Yes or no!’” 


(Another long instalment next week.) 


“So you wish to take my daughter away from me?” 
remarked her doting father, after the Christmas 
festivities. 

“Well—ah, that wasn’t just exactly my thought,”* 


stammered nervous young suitor. “ y 
could perhaps spare me with fewer pangs!” 
sie 


Sue: “Very slippery coming home, was it not?” 

He: “Oh, very.” 

“Couldn’t keep your feet, I suppose? ’” 

“Oh, yes, I did manage to keep them; but they 
changed placeg with the back of my neck several 


times.” 


ours truly, chemists from: the Foster-MoClellan Co., 
(Signed) J. HARDINGHAM.” | Swell Be ior Speen Lonton, We 


Backache Kidney Pills. 
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR PRESENTS. 


You get the whole of the following splendid new assortments 
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will Heal and Soothe all 
Bronchial Soreness and 
Inflammation. ’ 


Are you troubled with 
a nasty, irritating, and 


round? A tickling in fi 
the throat, tightness in the region 
of the breastbone, loss of voice on fj 


“ clear your throat "’ ? 
Bronchitis has claimed you 


This is essentially the treatment afforded by 
dissolve on the tongue, Peps emit all the rich pine fumes with 
; and these pine essences, as the breath is 
the throat and bronchial tubes. 
Pepe (unlike liquid modicines, which are merely swallowed into 
the stomach) thus bring a powerful antisept and healing agency 
into direct contact with the tissues injured by coughing. 
These pine fames quickly subdue the inflamma’ 
beginning of bronchitis, and repair the injured 
the accumulation of phlegm (w 


\ Ee clas . i hi ee ele leh hi il ie i ale —_ 
¢ 


ee PERRSONS WHEEL eee Trae 


COLEMAN'S NERVE PILLS 


mos “ NERVLETTES” MARE. 


GIVE INCREASED NERVE POWER sp 
REMOVE HEADACHE i DEPRESSION 


THE GUNNER'S ‘NERVE. 


NOTE.—The qualifications necessary to success in the modern school of gunnery are the 
spans su Ghdieapelahs only seam amsbooeiens che terion tals cies fr tes eeiel of commerce, 
literature, science, or art. You may never have to submit your nerves to the terrible shock 


THE. REMEDY SENT FREE OF CHARGE. 
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/ SEND THE COUPON FOR Free SAMPLE TO J. CHAPMAN & ©0. Ltd., NORWICH. 
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ss Sooyvze or later, the children will be sure to reel frocks of a lesa 1 
' % Unsightly Holes in a substantial nature than those they wear daily. Therefore our week!. ANCIENT AND MODERN. 
To wy HP . sketch, on this oosasion, takes the form of a pretty little dresa (No. 16758) aa 


Maxs a plaster of one part of plaster of for a child of six to eight years of age. 
ol thee gente of fine sand. Mix with | Considering ita penaetueee, is bony to learn that only three yards How different are the cookery books of to-day 
cold water, using a knife. Mock, material io ested) (re ene ee ary deomten ot 
French Fried Potatoes. whether that material shall be | py Mirodenet AEG adventure with coven 
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place ino with a bit of i for you to decide. A good deal | instance, to read in the preface of a 1750 book 
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oak Oe burning frock, but it is not of such a rely Cpr pioe 
Ci Chiffon. nature, but that a fine woollen— it may perhaps be thought unnecessary to ® 
Te Sep tor several hours in tepid water in such as nun’s veiling or cash- aeathar book on the subject!’ Yet I 
dinKenin boson a. Menelvel, vines Yo clone meres Todel sek tek aad trust that, u this will 
vow, Sane lig parr aoe oenby re front, with its pointed centre are | SPPeer of more real utility than may be at 
fabio. (Thanks to H. N) peat lame yy sapere: pend prod Shades our Great Grandmothers! For. 
Guise Tints on, Leather dneed om, ready tushedl material ] {i's Se. 1nes ve ote ne longer content © lreet 

corel! A a ful, 

= aoe ad epplzing Before any cutting-out can be) Modern Cookery Books do not niwayege in 


the over well-beaten oll the bodice ie im one for appearances. Bat they help the 
white of an egg,. or a good leather reviver. Poms back to frank, the PA er pees we appearance of er dinner ‘and 
no ley! EC back being placed to the fold of | in ecsmontical snd practice 
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Rub off the marks with s damp cloth, onl oy foundation ice (extendi me P scone = q & 
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flour, rab with clean and with holes which icate ble, but absolute! One clea See 
afterwards with chamois leather. (Reply to the position of the yokes, with ‘th, 7 ng. , Lace 
Pors. their bands of tri ,om back | the cutting up of a fowl, a 

To Foe, fat the present of « Stilton cheese * eer rig apoteea the killing and s a viper! 
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derly to Ountermas.) Don’t make the mistake of che Martakicl slang the selvedge. It'| indeed a far cry. We have before us a small 
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tagredionts axe to be had. Mix together.two | front are innocent of seams, these occurring at the sides, bas been written on purpose to help the house- 
_drachms of castor oil, six drachms of almond 0 wife ese See ey of homely 
oil, one —< a= ——a or ‘eet THE _— WAY TO SLEEP. | Te of course, rab poor of the 
jockey 3 drachms rectified correct ure for is to li the right side, with th a currant recipes. 
eo Mra nm deny it will be ready | jimbs aruckad su fo their full length and the pe either straight Its introduction deals brightly and clearly with 
To Cure Dandruff. ages: by the bey 6 5 Shy SS preaee, Foren ey f+ ae ted ealoon of 
Wash the head once a week with this The mouth should be closed, and all the muscles of the body should ite swomiortel. As for the formula 
serene ee we Se sol deo tae ot be, yelaxed. i : ~ ae which occupy three-fourths of the pages, these 
one warm water ounce of © e lungs work with ter deliberation during the h of sleep, | are beyond praise. 
rosemary spirit Bab this thorouitly into the | and i the arms are Taited above the head. at this time, and for any | ‘The clever che), who contributes the recipes, 
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of four ; let it stand for threo days, then odd | To say “thank you.” Boiled Currant Pudding. 
ie pees Ot eee” andthe six ne sens aes t0 laare the table for a forgotten article or for any purpose, a Ib. currants, 3 Ib. beef suet finely chopped, 
posed of elt. Pess all through» lange stra: | “Hover to interrat, and never to contradict 11h, four, 4 pint mil, lamen, frech batter oe 
antes! = wads hoor seuss be Mover te eeabo, semexts shent the feed, such as “I saw that turkey | Merzop.—Mix all the dry ingredients in a 
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Warn fili silver e black and dull it may be cleaned 

ag" ins tik ot water, not too’ etrene, and 
thoro after: which take it out and rinse it, and put 
fol! ag setatiin : Balt, one part; alum, one part; salt- 


= parts; water, parts, 7 egg with milk, 
ament must en out after five minutes, and should | stir in. Work into a smooth paste, and fill 
rinsed in- cold w; wiped dry, and polished with chamois | into timbale or dariole 

Cover each with buttered paper, 


way is to wash filigree silver in hot water, aod ge over it 
i 2 Sesame mE Ercan ene Sine SE boiling 
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being rubbed with a slice 
in a lather of soép, and 
and polish with 
t by being rubbed with’ 


2 ot} - 1 
1 ehepeea nares Pe Soak 
grated asteee taste. 
MutHop.— Wash, drain and blanch the — 


} again and cook it in the 
ates, add the currants and the 5 
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Serra bee ingredi incest aS oe 
add also. eae eo arena Plage Moe 
pie dish. Grate a little nutmeg on and 
put the pudding in a slow oven to for 
™ about 14 hours. : 
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farinaceous 
baked,.the better the resalt wil] be. 


Gordon Feowne, Cat Woodville, E. K. Kinsella, B. Quinaa, Montague 
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Week ENDING 
Dec. 20, 1906, 


‘ig is the sixteenth Christmas Number of Pearson's 
Weekly. These of aay readers who have followed 
the progress of the paper frum the first mumber — 
znd Iau happy to say there are many thousands 

{ them will agree with me that it is the best 
Christmas Double Number we have yct produced. 
The most prominent feature of the whole paper, 
naturally, is the colossal offer of a prize of £500 a 
Year for Life. Ti means that somcone—perhaps 
YOU. will next Christmas be in the happy position 
of knowing that, so long as you live, you will 
never suffey the nerve-struining worry of wondering 
how things will be going with you during the 
ensuing years. One thing is certain. If you do 
not enter the competition you certainly won't win 
the prize. If you du entcr the competition you will 
at Teast have an opportunity of winning it. Al- 
though the first half-dozen sets of pictures have 
already appeared, you can start the competition 
tu-day by following the directions printed at the 
top of the competition page. If you have not 
already started, du so now. We wish you luck. 

My colleague, the editor of Santn’s Wrekcty, tells mo 
that the Sclf-Help Club, just organised by that 
paper, is one of the biggest successes of the kind. 
The general idca is for readers to send in their 
names and addresses, and they will at once enjoy 
all the benefits derived from it. Local clubs are 
being formed) all over the country, and are meeting 
with great success. If you feel that you would like 
to join this League, or to organise a local club of 
your own, you should write without delay to P. K., 
eare of Smitn’s Werxty, 18 Henrietta Strect, 
London, W.C. 

Natvuratty, there are a lot of Christmas questions 
at this time. Noraw asks, “Should a nice girl 
let hersclf be kissed beneath the mistletoo?” 
Noran thinks it is a vulgar practice, and that 
young men should not follow it——_ — —Como 
now, NoraH, aren't you just a little too particu- 
lar? We only get mistlctoe once a year, and every- 
body is in capital spirits. Surely there's no great 
harm in snatching a kiss in these circumstances. 
Besides, you girls who object have got the remedy 
in your own hands---don’t stand under the beautiful 
Lough. But isn't it funny how often some girls 
have to wander slowly across the room when there 
is a lot of mistletoe hanging from the chandelier? 
Read_the letters from well-known people on this 
subject on the first page of this number. 
naxx goodness,” writes ComMoN-seNsE, “I am 
not one of those ridiculous people who stuff up 
their children’s heads with nonsense about Father 
Christmas, and make them hang up their stock- 
ings. I call it telling falschoods.”. 
Thank goodness, Commox-sENsE, you are compelled 
to confine your vicws tc your own family. If you 
came trying to fill my little sons’ heads with your 
silly notions I should let loose the fighting editor. 
We are only young men, ComMon-sENsE, and wo 
only get real innocent enjoyment out of life when 
we are little children. Ait too soon we have to 
Jearn that Father Christmas doesn’t exist, and that 
‘Jones only invites us to his party because Mrs. 
Jones wants an invitation to ours. Don't make 
the little ones wise before their time. You'll never 
have such a thrill of pleasure again in your life 
as you had on that dark, cold Chrleines morning 
years when you groped along the bed and felt 
the well-filled stocking. Don’t deny the same 
thrill to your kiddies. 

Mone mistletoe misery. This timo it is Geonce. 

Grorcr is engaged to a very beautiful young lady, 

and this Christmas they will go to a lot of parties 

together. Geronce dreads the idea. “This wretched 
inistletoe will be about tlie place,” he says, “and 
am I to stand by and sce my fiancée kissed by 
every Tom, Dick, and Harry?’ 1 have spoken to 
her, and she says it is ridiculous to make a fuss 
about it. She says that kissing under the mistletoe 
means nothing, and that she is not going to 
object.” —————_In a case like this my sym- 
pathies are with Grorcc. I certainly think that 
no young lady who is engaged should allow herself 
to kissed by any other man. She owes that 
much to her fiancé, and she ought to owe it to 
herself, if she has proper self-respect. However, 

Grorce’s path is clear. Every time another girl— 

not his sweetheart—comes under the bough, he 

should be the first to dash at her and claim his 
right. That will soon bring his fiancée to her 
genses. 
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“Fatina plum-pudding nearly always upsets me 
dreadfully,” says Dysrrrtic. “But some years it 
has no ill-effect at all. Vicase tell me (1) how 
I can find out if it will agree with me this year; 
(2) what to do for it if it is likely to hurt 1c. 

(1) Eat a great big chunk. (2) Don’t 

eat any mor. And the next article, Dysrretic? 


“Have you noticed,” writes Eanty, “that when you 
oversicep yoursclf in the morning you are suro 
to break a boet-lace, cr your collar won't Lutton, 
or you cut. yourself while shaving--in fact, every- 
thing scems to take Jonyer than it would if you 
had risen at the preper time? Why is this? 
---—————— The reason is pretty obvious. It is a 

case of spoiling things by rushing them. Tf you 

allow yourself half an hour to dress in the morn- 
ing, you do so in a more or Jess Icisturely way, 
and everything runs smoothly. If you allow your- 
self twenty minutes, you have to cram thirty 
minutes’ work into that time, and the result is 
that your methods of doing it have to be accelerated. 
Your razor works a little mure rapidly than you 
are accustomed to, and then you get a nasty red 
streak on your cheek. You lace up your boots in 
doublo quick time, and an extra wrench breaks 
the lace. You fuss about hurriedly with your collar, 
and take twice as lung to fasten it. The moral 
of it all is, my dear Eanty: Don't overslcep your- 


G. C. C. comes forward with a woman's grievance. 
“Don’t you think it a shame,” she writes, “that 
@ woman should have to put her hair up? When 
it is a pretty colour, and silky, with a nice wave 
in it, don’t you think it is a pity to hide it?” 
——_———-—-When the hair is as you describe it, 

G. O. C., and when the possessor is girlish and 

pretty, perhaps it is a pity. Buf what about those 

of your sex whose hair is lank and dull? Coiled 
up on their heads, with perhaps the addition of 
7s. Gd, worth from the hair-dresser, it looks be- 
witching; would they like it to hang loose, do you 
suppose? More important is the consideration that 
we do not live a wild, frce life on the glorious 
moor lands, where a woman’s flowing hair, flutter- 
ing in the breeze, would be a beautiful sight. 
We have to go about in dirty towns, where the 
more of one’s persun we can keep covered the 
better. And imagine “streaming tresses” on top 
of a 'bus. Think of the unhappy man sittin 
behind in a high wind. Do you suppose he’ 
care tuppence whether the stuff that was Blinding 
and choking him had a nice silky wave in it 

Romeinber what the songs says, G. C. C., “My 

mother bids me bind my hair.” That mother 

knew what she was talking about. 


Tun question that frequently arises about this time 
of year is raised by Frep, of Dunstable. He says 
that last spring he was married, and this is his 
first Christmas “in harness.” Naturally en , his 
own ok wish the young couple to spend Christ- 
mas Day with them; and, naturally enough also, 
his wife's parents have expressed the same wish. 
Up till last Christmas he always spent his Christ- 
mas Day at home, and if he is not there on Decem- 
ber 25th this year his old parents will naturally 
be very much cut up. On the other hand, his 
wife produces exactly the same arguments, and 
there is a deadlock. He appeals to me to find a 
way out of the difficulty ——————__I quite admit 
that when it comes to a matter of sentiment tho 
dear old folk are very unreasonable. But you 
must, of course, do your best to please each set 
of parents. If their respective homes are no great 
distance from yours you could spend Christmas Day 
with your own family, and Boxing Day with your 
wife’s; while, next year, you could reverse the 
order. After all, the chief object is to get all 
members of a family around the table at Yule tide, 
and whether this is Christmas Day or Boxing Day 
does not scem to me to make very much difference 
under such circumstances as those you mention. 
Why not put this suggestion to the old people 
and see what they have to say? 


Hers is a point of moral responsibility for those 
ers who are interested in that sort of thing. 
W. W. writes: “Yesterday when I was travellin 
by rail to Dublin, just before the train stop 
at tho station at which the tickets are examined 
and collected before reaching Dublin, a man in 
our compartment got under the seat. Besides my- 
self there were two ladies and a gentleman; the 
latter was a stranger. Now, I have been turning 
over in my mind if I was wise in not pointin 
the man out who was under the seat, even thoug 
the other occupants, whoso dresses hid him, failed 
to do so, but who were annoyed. I have heard 
of Dan Leno when young and poor doing something 
similar. I know it is not right to defraud the 
railway company in this way, but I question if 
it was not the duty of the ticket collector, and 
not my business. Other poeple are divided if under 
the circumstances I di i or wrong in the 
matter. What do you thi ", Under 
the circumstances you did right not to interfere. 
i Some ponds! one man Ma called the 
attention of a tic inspector ta a fellow r 
who had crept under the seat on nearing) the ticket 


lecting station, and when the culprit was hauled 
oe he Bducet a properly dated ticket, much to the 
discomfiture of the informant. He became very high 
and mighty, and asked the collector if any of 
the company’s bye-laws prohibited him from travel. 
ling under the seat instead of on it if be chose 
to do so. The samo sort cf thing might happen 
to you if you interfered in the way in which ycur 
conscience led you to feel you ought to. You see, 
you don't know that the man hasn't a ticket be- 
cause he rides under the scat, any more tlan vou 
know he has one if he sits on it. 

F. Dp. has been officiously interfering with his 
Drether’s love affairs, with disastvous results. Hoe 
says: “My brother fell in Juve with a young lady 
he used to mect in the strest. He tricd for nictths 
to get an introduction to her, and then took me 
into his confidence. I found out that she was not 
engaged, and suggested he shoull write to her. 
He did so, asking her to marry him, and 
inclosing a stamped, addresscd envelope. He 
received no answer. So when he met. her one 
morning he _ introduced himself and asked 
for an explanation. She would not listen to 
him, but told him sho had torn up his letter, and 
was already engaged to be married. Don't you 
think that she ought to Iiave returned an answer 
to him, and that she has treated him very bail!y?" 
-—_————_—-On the other hand, I think that the 
girl has been subjected to a great amount of un- 

pleasantncss. In the first place, the infurmation 

which you found out about her engagement was 
= and, in the second place, you had no right 
to advise your brother to send her a written pro- 

posal, adding insult to injury by inclosing a 

stamped, addressed envelope for her reply. Further, 
our brother, never having been introduced to tho 

lady, was distinctly wrong in stopping her in the 
street and referring to such a delicate matter. 

Altogethey you seem to have muddled up the whole 

business. Taare other people’s love affairs alone 

in future, my friend. 
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